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Study Abroad Raraarrh Contait 

A cc*s>(e of tTKOins brtora Mginning tr*r study abroad eapenence h Sen* 
e^d, I was axEptM Ho me&d sffosl Cvcu^ an aarly anA*3t>s** pfc^atD at 
Mount SnaiHaspftdhMrwStffcCtry Altheiine. howeva I bttvatyvrbwalenl 
towanb be9BV'*i9 acaraern metfeae I had aMaysbved (he hutruntOK. arxj I 
fen that ^aS I ng totaign lan3ud9K and learning abcail other cutnaes were scmr 
otihemasienoting ihngs I ccadddo 

After d}a)g raseandi iri Senegal, espesly r> the rural dtstnct of Udougou, 
my atlftuOe Uuranfe (he field of medtone iTtarged dtamdKaly Frcn the ome I 
spent n (he busdng lapiial dty of Dakar, but mosOy frcn the weeks m naal id- 
leges of Senegal, I wtne&sed a lerel cripover^ and a standard ot Mig that I had 
prewsaBy only read about I had heard about Oiton< hirtgec rnalnutnoon, and 
hrgh Ham mortafTK but I did not know what these ferrrs meam on a hisnan 
scale tn roKbon, I went throu^ a manber of phases. At Arst, I was aInvKt rv a 
state at shoO: and I was owercomewith a ^siraCi heb — the was what helped 
me make up my mmd to comnw on to metical sdtool after returrung to New 
Ctry. Howevec after th£ I slowly entered e phese of dsdieionmem from 
S fe a kingwith NGO bo B o r s and gouesninent health ofAofs m Dakar who astthe 
problems as too ccnpicafed and ICO entrenffed to soKe 

Then a more profeand idiange n my ihtrking occured, the more ume I 
spent m the iflages, (he more l reaksd that it sptie of (he penods of hm^, 
ri 9fie of (msantary cendNions that lead to diarhea and Hon mortalt^ it 
sptie of the ephemeral access to heefih lare, the vast mafortry of (he ulle^ts are 
happy Amcng otha (hrrtgs, the villa^ts rely on extended famly sduciwes that 
ate tcoted o tidi ojRurel (raOttasns ihA prorsde a msAefTt system of oyrmunal 
su(pon 1 also realized that, m trtany ways, these conwnunal systems of sifpcn 
are largely absent m our telairvely ’healthy' Amenonsedrry 

Conseguently 1 came to the axtdiBon that l had as mudt to teorft from 
and to learn r the tuaf ifcges of Senegal, as the lAagers had to benefit tiem any 
rrpro xi me n ts n hedth that mobn meiione Slid briig. In other words, 1 ome 
to b c iere that fee any h e alth or toc l c p mont proyeetto be succesfd, ft must hato 
a cerrereheoM ojIBjrel utderstanding, rtmust eOitO'nlciig: Its own limUbons 
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artd (he hrrvtaitorts of hisnan nature, aid paH^s moslessefiDelvi il tmci ct<)coagi 

lh« ccrnnuntOK (h«fp ^ *)**9 * P*^'^**^ **9^ 

'i^ I ManItoputMfnedorw; heaHn^^turMUmenul ande&semial hajnanneed. 
Hmmc novK iMlbegin rry meiicdl urea s e rneareCi ecces and^pp'ecate 
cVtet oiiures aid ms) 5 of Inr)^, retha fhari as an aid ii rsetf. 

Tfie meihsaMs^ fo< my fweofdi onssied ntcMy of primary raearOi ii 
me rurei <fetncio04d)u9ou,t*fl n abo induOeda siQrtfftum amournof Omeii 
Deka (aboul ihree trionms). In iT« captlal I ccnducted Heriwus witn H60 
bMets, hedth offtaals, and i icded hospnals vid heatVi center wfedi helped 
meiodantyOieotfefallsiwciijreof he i Wiufeardthetiauxe qf me tnaai heafth 
protMins ii Senegal The mapseity of these iitervieMs were ii Frerdi; however, 
many lay petple, aid fewer NOO leei^rs, dkj not speak Frerdv and i asnducled 
a sntal number of imervievrt ii Wolof. I also had O severe! imranes ii 
Deksc adl relred heavMy on iiterneisouras 

^ KMougou. howevec the lasi mafon^ of my researOi ccnststed of dttecL 
rtertei^cnal irnaacDore. I Irued Midi the d>ef of a village for a naek wfiere I 
perotyaled ei dady mores and ^srttd the ffelds wliere the villagers fanned I also 
stayed Mth a Corps worker il artolha 4age fee a cca^fe days. And J I rved 
r the centre de am SieaRh center) n the town of Kidougou fora vaek.AJ the 
cenoe de sentd, I also refcd on rrare fcemal researOi meitic^ such as airvey* 
rig paDaic, intarviewtig the health personneL and r e n e wing the adniribUaUve 
doojmentsof the eoniitedeontdt he a lth a mri meet > 

My resJB refed the largely Hotmal nature of the roseartfi methoQs to gy 
Ifwrid that ■i iaat.ii i g a much a po^ilevieththe ntiwljaB n J of <ieie dtiaa i i 
commuKUsermSedthe rrcei ntaesifigard i£^l ir^r^ns ntoihe esuaof ptv 
tnary health The result wes a aoS'SeOicn not cniyof the mam h e alth sues, but 
afio of thewiayof Ifa in the tfetra of KMcugou I tfecoraed many htfth preb* 
tons: mdare, mikiiood dtorhea and dehyOraOsn, pcc* matanal and mild health, 
malnutnMn, arrbaseme arSneanaM managanem, and ouhng poerty; hew* 
eiec my results Ac ei«lote the ojltural, seed, and eonerre: fasces that uidake 
these ptebtons. Il it>s Msy the temocte of prmary heiim lae a they are defrted 
r the Dedaeainn of AinaAia are reaffirned ttvough my tesJB. ffamely tvoi 
only 6 baa: health a senoiAfistnnal, and nCmotfanal tesxeisbitty; but, perhaps 
mcee fundamental^ mproMemenc m health recite the cxenplete mvdvaneni ef 
the cerrenuteba oeicaiial Indeed, the most tesc result and mming imptes* 
9sn diet I rrparted from rry researSi,Viesthaa oimpiehensve uri^fsarMfrigcf 
the ojliural fasces imcb c d and a deep regies for the peepfe of the ontmiriroes 
concerned £ a ptetegustte lot aderrpting m sohe pubk health problerrfi 




Til Ifirrn^ ^ili^ i/Viih, M\um\ 


The Cultural Implications 
of Primary Health Care and the 
Declaration of Alma-Ata: 

The Health District of K^ougou» Senegal 

I t r • d ti < 1 1 c n 

Th€ DM^opfTWit of tK« CofKOptof MfMfy Health Caro: 
the ConforarKa of Akrt^Ata end the Bamako initiative 
In I978> (be WMld Health Otgeniutroo <VHO> and the eoremanood 
health <omAt unity <00 vokeJ a conierenca in Alma^Ate^ Ki 2 aUtstan to addms 
global inei^ualitier in health. The con£ereore Molted in titt publKaiion of tbe 
Decbraoon of Alma-Ata whjcb made the arnbiooua call uegent action by 
ail govamnieoca^ all health and ileveb^meot vorkera^ anJ che wotU comffit^ 
nicy to protect and promote tbe health of all titt people <^ the tvtfid" CVHO 
1976X addition, a new tool, primary tMth care^ waa developed co <airy 
ouc chia projecL rttw strategy of t^kbng haalch went beyond the striccly 
medical compoivnca of haalcb care to include the uoderiying social, polite 
cat^ ecological^ and culcorai factors aSKtiog Ittalrh. A ccenpiece de&oitioo of 
primacy haalcb care can be iound lO article VII of the Declaration of Alm^Ata 
vhkh IS included in theappendit (aonet WIX 

During the 1980'a^ the global loe^talitiea lO health did noc disappear, 
aod some would argue that they had grown worse — especially lO Sul^Sahe^ 
tan Africa lo response a second VHO/UNICBP conlerencewas cooveoed m 
Bamako. Mali lo 1967 . At this coofereoce. the Bamako Initiative <BI) waa 
publjshed a^ich reformulated the priociplaa ^ priaary health of the Dec- 
ieraiion of Alma- Ate to meet the specific problems of health cam in West 
Afncao netioos. Although the fil was iormuUred through rhecoUahorecion 
of various Sub-Salwan heelth ministers and WHO leaders, it waa largely 
the brainchild of rhe diteccof of UNICEF. ) R Crane In many ways^ rbe 
BI can be seen as the Sub-Saharao^ veesion of the Declaration of Alma-Ata 
10 that It speciBes an original primary health care model thee emphesiaes 
community involve me nt and rhe establishmeot of a reliable model for rbe 
supply of alToedeble medKation. Tbis model. whKh la someamea sefiirred 
to as a rolling Binds model (/imJf dr will be addressed below lO 

greater detail 
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In i nuiftb^ of fWmuUiW tbllov^jAg cJ>e Bl 

vhkh Nflecc dw p^Mipln of priMry h«aleh cm — bue lO d sysuffi thti is 
scwigifid byiA&ofEci^cic p<ojaM tbm(bf« h&vthid dwob^ec* 

fiv< of pwicig tb6 finiAcal buidcn of iMith cm ftctfi <lw MtM govmmwit 
CO local <omffiuniCf«i Tlw N^/m/ A P<Qu/<^fcwacit Sjammr — PNDJ 
(Naiiooij PlaA fbf Saiucary DevabopMOC)^^ ii mbc vocable atMpk It 
was Javaiop^d with c ha goal to dacanmliM c ba cnM^tffiane of pfiMfy haalc h 
CM CO tha commufuciaa coMamd. 

Chirl)oad aboi^ is tha maio potmcal aikl tdaologecsj Aamawork uj>da^ 
iyjAj pnmary baaith <m Sana^sJ; )C is^ howavaa, aasantisl to rtffiambar 
that rhasa doaumms aod daaUaaiicau aamaio wrxtcan statamants And aian 
though tha paiociplas <d ^xMaay haakh cm mty to wall davalopad^ aad that 
avao though cha ambioous scaiawiacics cba DadMCioci of Alm^Ata 

ffkiy bo wall locancionad^ aamain abacmt pcioaipiaa aod goals — ooc 
Mlxcias. tn l)ghc ^ this^ cha paspM of cba ta>cc bolow a co aiuMa how tba 
Do:tMLLoa> of AJma^Ara and tba coosaquant pn^ipiaa aad doauffiancs m 
tadaacad lo coocaaca caams by avasnifuj^g tha aacusJ coodinoM of lualtb aikl 
^iMsay health <asa in a smalls uoUtad healch discncc of Satkgal^ Kddougou 

fho aSIwbwl Cofitoxt of Dlffwaoncoi In 
tiofia of Hoalth: * Comparison of tho Unitod 
Stotos 4nd Stnopol^ 

Tha M^niscry of Haaith of Sanagai rapoatad iii 2004 chat li£s aipoccaivy 
at biAh in Saoagal is yaars 6s maiu and 6\ yaaas tba w^an fDiracoon da 
la Ptavision 2004a, 36X Id coopurisoav, cha avataga Awiancao mao lives co ba 
79.02 yaaas aod cba avaraga woanafi livaa 80 82 yaass <OA Wbfkl Fastbook) 
Althcaigh^ tbaaa oumban aUoaM ahoakiog, chay do not by tlwcnsalvas gxva a 
compiaca pxccura of l^w deep tba inequalioas in health arcuaKy asa. 

Thalow li£eetpo:cancy in Senegal can bapanially utcibutad cohigh lofanc 
moccalicy* lo 2009 in Senagal. 121 deaths fee avary 1,000 btrchs were tapMSiad 
in a national papulation and baaith caosas (BDSIV SufogePaiNpapiifaMef at 
/a Serna) In clw Ufucad Scacas. this numbet stands ac 52.9 deaths pat thousand 
births. Foe Saoagal, though, 121 daashs £ca every 1.000 births is a signiAeanc 
itnpeovaffianc from the paevious decade, berweao 1992 and 2000 in£mt mof* 
taliry accudly rcne from 131 co 149 deacitt pat l,000<lbed.)^. 

^idamk ilnriin that m rasa^ nonaiistant in davalopod cotintnaa pe^ 
list as feces of life ici Senegal. MaJaeia. fer example, is raspoosibla for i9% of 
dec Used wsrta/ifid^ <nunfeee of deaths par chousand), and fer 42% cf tba total 
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cases of decUfdJ B0iUiff CprevakfM ^ <liiew) (D)M(ioci de U Previiioo 
20(Mi, In conmic. maU/a wsi eradicated in tbe United Scam by cbe 
milicafv duriec e three >>eai campaign (1945 ro I9H) fCDC 20C4) Diarrhea 
unaanttarv ccodifiona aid tbe dehydaaion that felloeis — health pro^ 
iema hava iargel^ absent in the Umced Seatea — aee ceher major kilters 
thee have parsbtfti at epidenuc beveb lO Senefai* 26 9 of children ondet 6ve 
years o( a$e are victims (Direction de ie Prtvesxon 20Ma, 3)) ritoation 
ij eveo worse in rural areas where diarrhea and deh^retion affect 30% cf dnh 
dreo^ compared to 22% in urbao arear. The medical rejxon of TarrA^ounda^ 
whkh iiK lodes the health district ol" K^^u^ou^ is by la/ the worst affected 
With a 39% nwbidity rate due to danhea. 

Tht tat of diseases are portkubrly common in developing countries 

continues with ttibescuiosb, which a per^tuared by a low followup rate <8% 
of t^ toh^alotir cases that were treated in 2004 hwl already^ been created ac 
least once, which implies e 1 % relafae tateHIbidL 

Maioutticion^ however^ a perlwps the most serious epidemic in Sene^* 
axordinj} to the DtfK7/m dr la ^ dtU Ssatun^ lO Dakar^ one out of 

every ti^ dntdren in 2003 soAered from chrome malnutrition and 3% cf Ser^ 
egaJese children suffered ft<aL severe malouttition — numbers which present 
e ctuell^ ironic cootrart with the epidemic of obesity chat ir j^rowiog in the 
developol world U a tmpxtant to noce, boerevee. that dirpurities in nutrition 
are appurecit even wuhin Senegal eipecialty betweeci ruml and urbao popul^ 
tioor The level of physical underdevelopmeot ameng children lO urban areas 
j estimated at 9%> vhesear it jumps to 21 % in rural eones 

Maternal healths perhaps one of the most basic comporvents cf rhe social 
fabric of health^ b my final poiru cfcompatison (n 1992, the meat recant year 
w^n a ceoaur oo maternal health was conducted, the EDS II Sound 
mothers died in childbirth for every 100^000 births <430 in urban areas and 
950 in rural areas) In contrasts a 1992 ^DC study fbued that 325 women total 
died in child birth in all of the United Scares, which rransUtes into about 12 
maternal deaths tor every 100^000 births CCDC, 2003) 

Ovornrehlr>9 Cnuana 

Aci expUiotion tor these differeoces in health is not easily lounJ. Bml 
governance is ^ceo cicnl as a possibility: however^ in light of Seoegal's rapid 
population growth anJ the ecooomic burden tlut ic imptsrs^ it seems unfiait to 
hold the Senegalese government accountable fee che bilum to public 

health conditioos Since the 1920^^ Afeka's popuUtioci has grown with 
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iiMmsiog npidity 2002« and ut£t ind^p^ockciu in 

1960 ^ f Im om of gfowrb of the popuUupA hts naui mJ welt above f hot cf tbe 
Gto&a DoAWtK PfodiKC (GDP) (SdIxvaA 2006) Even though <he economy 
Seoe^al te e»f«fkbd 5 K between 199) and 2002, aikl a^ajn by 6.4% 
Ji 2005» pfcAuod $<n^fueal jmecoiities pet&iic The pppaUtioci growth rate 
Mmina hjgh at 2.48* <OA World Focibook) anJ in 2004 50» ^ the 11 
millioci population wea eetimated ro tuklef 20 peaaa of age (Dirocoon de la 
Pufviiion 2004e^ 15) All^theaefactorameeci chat the Senegalese miojacry of 
health hai h^ a ccoacanciy expanding papolation to aem with ao uoacjualiy 
expanding aouace of reveoue 

Oebef explanations tot titt economic di&olciea, and cooaequenrly, cbe 
difEculciaa io maintainiog piblic health inctude tbe dtoughc and desert i^« 
tioo that baa tapped che eg tic ulAifal an: coca I aoe cbe )9TOt Theieg^c^col^ 
nalisa and the peraitceoce of pMat<okpnttliem through rhe srruoturai nJiuac^ 
ment peograma that wm Sorced 00 moat Sul^sahafan Afncao countries cbe 
^Rurkl Bank in the I980'a are alao cdten iiaced as cauaea. 

ftoeoarah Cbjoetlvoi 

Although, b^^govefnaoce, uoconttolM pMSpulation growth, economic 
iftsulbieorias^ eovironmeotal degraJatioci^ and tbe intefnatiortti acruc cures 
of politicaj ilomioation ma^ all coocfibuting faccoes to the pemacence of 
inequalities in health since titt Declarenon of Alm^Ata, my purpose a noc 
to uncover these broad ec overaachiog cauaes (oatead« the primary obiective of 
thia study la an eiamioation of bow titt principles of pein^ry health care, as 
titty are outlined in the Declarenon c^Alm^Ata, are manil^ted in an uoUted, 
rural district of Senegal. A secorkkry objecnve and philosophy u also devel^ 
oped chrcaighouc thia proiecr even though the overarching fetors cited above 
may all be prtdbu^ causer Ibr die inequalities in health, succersAil solutions 
CO persisting health peoblems must te aidrrssed et the ccmmunai level, and 
thet the ccmnuniry concerned muat te actively engaged m the formulaticn of 
these solutions 


fteOcgreund: Tho Conditions 

of Llfo in the Hoolth Diatrlet of Kddougou 

Aa peinsaiy health care is defirttd by an mduaive understanding cf health 
that involvas, *in addition to rhe health so:tot all related sectcesaivd aspects cf 
national ac^ commumry development, in pen kular agrkulture, acunsal hu^ 
bandiy; food, industry, education, housing, public weeks, communkatioos and 
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othFf wkpa" (WHO 1978^^ it MC»Afv to taftfly d^^ribe thMOcJm 
(Ofi, ai w«U ai tl^ FOC)d, bbtoficd^ and coIcuaI compMnft in d>a beaJth 
di&<r»cc ol" KUot^OiL 

TIm Mil wd Hlmdcal Comoxt 

KMoa$cai'a<umfw aocAi a^<uiairai tctuccori has tMn tttoi^y Uuf«d 
b^ ifi/mttc chants thit hivt o«umd ovir the peat two <iocuriA: namely^ 
the ij^umal Ali(xoua wnn chat svrwrkad tbe Ajion in the ei^aeoth cenruay 
The blaanic E! Hadj TUI« Alanamy tie Timbo^ and Alpha Yaya 

wa^ed the popukiiceu ol" the te^ioci leaving only scattered pockets 

of Ammian uncoovettad^ (o che wcoad half of the cijnecaench aoioey, the 
Prectfh began tl^iacoionAl invasion^ wlucb laically tcok tbe femofcomffie^ 
Ciat incuAiona, butculminetad in Aill blown wars ofcooqiaeac and paa&cation 
tecwean 1888 and 1892. Subeecfoandy tbe fegioci ol" lanbaooucidi (which 
jnclodea KAkeigou) was annexed and anached co AeFreivh Sudan and placed 
ucider tbe dim:c ada^nutntjon of BakeKDireccioo de la Prtvisjon 200S> S) 

Population 

With a population of I02.d72 inhabitants xo 2002 and coveriag a ge^ 
g npluc area of 1 6^89d bn^ tba djstfict of K^dougou la one of the least densely 
populated in Senegal It u a 14 houa bus tide from titt capital and xa only 
accei&ible by a pot-hole peppered road that is notofNXi&iy daagetouL^ Wtb 
only 16,672 people xnlttbiciog titt capital of Kfdcaigou, 8S% <6S J76 people) 
of tttf population bw lo ruaal aeeaa Tf^ echoic dcsttxbutioo is dooinacad by 
titt PuJae ethoic group (4 1%), followed by the (24K) In ipice of tbe 

£a:t that tbe Volof expansion reached the rest of titt region cfTbnbacoonda 
and tbe teat of Senegal witb the cooacttoion of the Bamako- Dakar tajiroad in 
the late oineteenth and early cwenoeth ceoruriea, only 1 A% of titt population 
of KMougou It ethoically Volof. 

CdiKation 

As the dedaicion of ptimary health care lo the Do:lararxon of Atma-Ata 
also include ^educatioo coocefniag pfevailxng health problemr aad tbe meth- 
ods of preventing and controlling them,'' a brief detcrxpoco of tbe educationaj 
teevicet should oor be neglected 

The tate c^ nJocanon in the disttKC of KUougou o low m all age groups, 
With the greatest level of underdevetopmenc xn the higher education sector 
The vast majority of the craxned peofassionala that work in KMougou Ixve in 
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tiM urfcu <6httr Afd COM from norxond Dak^ Tivo numb^ of 

ij>d)viduils <hot Mkft ic fbiougb big)m oduciiiCA ii iov not onl^ tht 

o( inftaicfucturo Mbcoii^ but dio bf the dmaAdt titt ijtkuifufai 
li/tacyle.O^Po^oCoepe vofonm^K^i Paterson, wbohKl iu» compkud her 
cwo year work porxoJ in Pacuy^ i villa^ m cbe distticc of K^Jougou^ 
to(d me thoc orUy a ungie Mi^ot ouc of bef entire village hod mJo it to 
codify echooi the ten Mr tchooi to wotk in tbe beldt. 

Patchetffiore^ boys m heevily peivileged when it <oow to education 
tod tcodoouc oppoeoioities Aj a teaolt^ mcot womeo do oot koow Ffeoch 
oe Volof tfid have e^M tea acceea to ootude loEomtiion aod govemmeot 
aeevicea (odeed^taaoother Peace Co^svolaotee^iy«Ljvtrt^ckt:nted to me^ 
WOMO in fueai villages ate traded in nttrtiage ta if they wete chattels they are 
d^n btoien^, aod ovtrtli, they are regarded ta tecorul cita ciciteot. 

Only 2% of cluidreo ate 0 to 6 yeata old have acceas to kjodetganeci 
tod tarty educational ceotera^ tctoccuree that would otherwite Itee morhera 
up Ibr other tcavitiea In 2002« chete were ooty 12 ccenmunxcy baaed schoob 
(Ms ctwttoaairar Jt lotr — fiCd) f9 co Id year old attfdentt); at wall ta 
1^5 efenteotary achcolt chat are attended by 14^991 atudeott (Diro:tioo de la 
Prfvisico^ 20Mb, 16) Thew ichoob, though are oAeo one room nick eocio-* 
aurea where moleiple gr^ee are taught aimoltaiveceialy and metenalt are rare 
to fwpoetisteot. lo the peat 6ve yeata, howevet tbe dumber of well l^ioded 
tod aupplitd tchodt hta increased through the handing of USAID which has 
conat furred aod financed five new scl^ob in the districc Tbete are tbo five 
alphabet iaat ion tchoob that teach Pultr aod Mandmka. two cf the natiodai 
languages, several of wbkh are oiganiaed aod financed by SODBPITEX, the 
naticnal cotton company 

The Economy and A^kuKure 

The ecodomic ^civitiea of the popubtion cf Kfidougou are docoinaied by 
subuatence agriculture The main crop that are prcduced fot auto conauffip 
tiod arecom,ainet, and tice; however, peadurs, nee, aikl cotton are also grown 
at cath crop — Ibr many tha b the tole source of idcome. 

Orber eccn^ic sectors include liveatcck aod the production ^ charcoal 
Indeed, with a large psturage area, ccaaideeabiequamiciesc^cocton ted ceteai 
residue, water and land lor Ibraging^ as well as bovine subspecies thet ate wall 
adapted to tbeSabeliad edvironmeoc, there is a large poteotial Ibr d>e livestock 
ocodomy However, titt sector it severely limited by a udiveral t^k of ecjujp 
ment foe milking, buitding ec^ losutes, by tbe destruction of land l^m over* 
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aid by aAi6ci^ gmnd fim thti m lit to tbe aoil AddiAf 
fo tbm E^cofs^<lttrccid pfoJoceiCA hts bMftayst£ffi^kaIiyafr^»pii^ the 

KUouj^ cf fM (DifecnoA ck ij Ptiviaioci 20Mb^ 46X 

Thf h>fmal Structure of Hoaltti Coro 

Oiw nf the overfcmidg diAcuicics of providioj ptimofy boolch cm acrc^ 
S&Mgti, aid ii) KAdooj^ ii) portKuU^ a fhe Uigeiy rxirai noture of lift 
A(thcai{h chm a a MTrr A (hedfb ctMl) lo tha <om of tMMfoa 
With t capacity <£ 29 5 doctors^ aid 40 c<har pmonnai tNdiaye 

MU 2006 ), it Mvea ooly appoMimateiy ooo amotb of the population of the 
di»r»cc^;afd tbe rxirai popoUtiooa^aaoy of which live in colated vilta^e&thet 
M tki from tlw MTrre^tfO//, have extreme difficulty arceain^ chew eofvicee. 

Ib reach tbm rural poputatione^ the diarticccfKAlou^ou it divided up into 
titteen rawaiwa/^ rmte (ftMl ccenmuoitwa) e^h with a pw/i ab mk/ <MJtb 
pCM) However^ according to the supom&oe ptimary health aarvicea at the ixvh 
iit Jt only teo <d tbm are ttaAed by aJecpaiely trained luaith wocketa. 

It IS icnponactt to ooce thet the coewtruction cf a U{ge, modern^ and teclw 
noSo^ically advanced hospital in the small rural vilU^cfNfnifsschawas com- 
pleted io 2QCy The main focus of the hospitals vbkh was finaoced through 
the ifutiative of the 6rac Udy, Mae WaJe^ is topeovidematetoal baairh care to 
the rural pcpolations. However in spite of the newbcapital^ it u the exceptroo 
ht a woman to ^ive birrh with the bdp of a rrained pfofrasxonal and materoaj 
health rofnaiAS one of tbe most sencaas health peoblems in Kddouj^. 

Oeher eflorts to re^h the isolated^ largely rural populations include 
vaccifution campaigns^ tuh^rculosu crntmeot campaigns, aid a new peograffi 
called jTjitnfer Ca^^amd stsaiegieeX The oewest ^ tittae programs^ 

the iMrr^^/df jwienfer was begun in 2004 as part of rhe naiional eftbtt to fight 
HfV infection Aae^^0wr<nudwite) and a lab caclw^ician travel from village 
to viihge where they cowult with pregnant morhera on family planning and 
oAer free HIV testing. If the lodividual treea HIV^, he or she is rben advised 
to come to themarrs ^Mwi/to teceive tree antitetroviral tteaunent 

Oeher actors also play a tola I oprov ding pein^ry health case in the disttict 
For exampk« while ( was staying at rhe cmut eb aetfi/ in Kddougou^ a rep re- 
sentative of the national cotton industry^ SODEFtTBX. came loto rhe health 
ceoter and recjureted pemusstoo from the doctor to build a cau Jt learsf 
(health hut) TMkiog to an A^pc A or ASC (Community 

Health Agent)^ 1 chat SODEFTTEXwas also sporwring various vaccir\^ 
tioo campajgos aid intervention programs to raise awasenrss about malaria lo 
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tiM ASCi SODEFTTEX on want tha (ucbm to Ul ikk dufiA( 

tha cotton ^towicig pxckjog iCiicmi vhicb il yp hapf<fu to ba tba peak 
MiM fee mah/^ titt cotton kamtt vii) sulfa as i result 

TVre M also vsirous Pe^eCorpo volufuem in the tegion who a<e work« 
istg 00 health pto^ts. Arvd 6ruII^, tt^ nuixtsfy pUy^ a very isportaAt rde 
js providiog healtb ooc only in titt exty c^ K^Jougou where cbm u a 
milicafy bw vxth ebealthcM uoit^ but aho through vanoui milicafy bases in 
rural villages chat provide health smxces^^^ 

Mwthwdology: My Holt we a Raaaarehar In tha 
Mtalth frietrict of K 4 dou 90 U 

Throa Visits to Etdougou 

My lirst viixt to K4^ugou was with Sdsool fc£ Intemariooal Training 
(Srn between the 22^01^ Eebruaiyafkl titt March, 2004 (lived wither 
lamxly nf the village chkf cJ Bouo^u Coundi, a viUige <£ approximettly 2)0 
inhabteanrs (Bianas 20CNS), in ihe rewMCf /mtJ o( fiaikk Pasax Ehinng thu 
inxtttl viSit, I camaJ caic incervieen a^ h^ convraatxonr with the icJubitaras 
ot two Villages, Bouiakai Couiklx and Facaasy. 1 also set titt health staff char 
wodeedae thege/xre^^ai/c/BanJaFassi* Bigeben Keiti. an ASC; and Mansally, 
the nffaaar d$ pm <£ ISC (chief rvurve <£ the fCM) In Pacaasy, I met the Pe^e 

Corps volunceec Kei Petersen, who was const/ucang a health hut, anJ I inter* 
viewed tM nuhtary ousse that wo^aJ at the Feeoch and Seoegalm tsaioicig camp 
tbete Finally, dusiag this &rsc stay io Kfclougou, I also cont^c with You^ 
sou Ndcaye, the adjunct cbccor ai dseMWe e^iMS/^KAbugou^ and I rofiested 
pumuasioci&om him to retuso to ti>e gfahe^xgnf/fes aw oak ef rmarch 

I returr^ to KUougou with the permiseioci ^Dt Ndiaye and tt^ doctor 
in cbkf. Dr Doi^ou SAve, between the ligand the 19*^ ol^Aptit During thu 
second visit, 1 rented a ro^ at the ^eetrr Je so ae to become nttre ckaely 
1 n teg raced xn to the Ittal ch comffi u ai cy tMte J <00 d ted pun sc i pan c obeefvat to n 
eesearcb in the consultatioci scorn as weU as tM birth rocen and by inter^ung 
With tbe haalth agents at tbe awr dr mef. 1 al sn renimed to BounJou ^undi 
and Pacassy to follow up on questions tMt 1 bad lormolated during my aheence 
in Dakar. Finally, on my law day at tbe owr dr MSf, I aitervied a trainieg see* 
sioe on the national program lor the Pmew/m A U 7Vewrmx//m Mfre-Cq^A/ or 
PTAie (Prevention c/tIttTraDsmiseKio from Moebet to Child) ol^HTV. 

On dw 27ds of April. I returned to K^dougouwids tbe intention of ^conv 
yunying a iqyr /mm from tbe cmfrr Je iatfti oo a As explained 

above, rbe ifraifya target rural aotbers lor £iffiily pbnmcig counsel 
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iAg and volucicify ai>d fm HIV wt)n^ Tl^ftpMMularoaiMchptofKam was 
maant tc> laac thraa days; tbe fsMm, b&vmr^ f«l( ill vxth a hi^h maJa^aj 
ftvar and fha waa pKCpooad uctiil a <ocq3k cf veaka lam — 

wall al^r ay period ^ raaaarch had andad. ( aaad chia fima loataad (o jaa a 
daaf^r laai^c icito chepmf^fiva o(tt^ inhabitants ofKMcogw tcwaads tba 
difiarant amKcuaas of baalrh ca/a 

Tha ha$aar<h Mathoda af>d thair JustMcatiofi 

Tluaa di6 aam tofMcftesaaachmkia up tha cnaioficy^my fifkLn^ IbsMj 
jmafviam: ^fdomalconvefiaiim^aod pMiDpttntobsar^uoo.TbalaMrdegsaa^ 
I alao w^ndaay vnmn ttuacaa, si^ aa tha mnrh at tba D/tvtm ^ ^ 
f S ^ t m dS dr ^ StakSr^ (Ot^a cf Scatics) at Dakar, books and scurcas 

And faaU); ( mat a paivata pharm^st m KAkai^^ who had wtittan hia dotrotaJ 
fbraa cfi uAnafy hilhamiT nr rrf*riiriMnrmi m cha diactct vjlh^at 

Tha majority my maaKh. howavar^ was inibfmai Thjs was xn paic doa 
to d>a 4Wc that racan<« documaotad xnlormatioci tittt xa spaci& to ptimaiy 
heaJth cam m KUou^u la fata and d)l&uit co 6od Tb^ moac xmpptcacit re^ 
soo« l^wavar^ &t rha inibtmai oatum of my tamich was that I ^ukkiy found 
that atpofiancial laarmog was rha most aArctiva mathoJ nca only of 
itkf infoamation, but of fofmxn( a bfo^ y^rsyoaciva on tha social upeca of 
health lO KUcagoi^ Portharmora^ rheDaclaraoon of Aiaa Acascxpulacn that 
prxmaay health cam should *addresa rhe maio baalth problems in tba comot^ 
nicy'' and xn my cpiojorv, tha ^tual member of tha comauaicy ara lO many 
ways in d>e beat pc&jtioo codatefmxne vhat cheis ^oain health pfoblams" ara 
For cbia saaaoci^ 1 rtixad oo rhe culfuml insights and tha opiojona of titt yuo^da 
that 1 mac m tMcogw as much of snore than oo wcicten sooecea. 

At titt anft9 A /MSf mora tlun aoywhara elaa ( encooncetad difEculuaa 
With tba poftiopucit obaervatioci styla of raaaarcb. I foeqoantly bad tha senaa 
that tha health petsonoel wara bnstda towards my praaenca and that thay did 
not appeeoata my Imqiient queanona. Furtbermofe^ ac timaa ic seemed that 
tha petsonoel gaea ma answers avao if tt^ dxd know thea; or^ that soaa 
y«opia gave me cbe answers they did choughc that that a xr what 

I wantad tohaar: and otiwfs sefo&ad to answer ma at all 

One srcasagy that I davaboped lO sesponea to problems was to leave 
my oocebook and pen behind. (cAen iced thacpeopk lost all desire to speak 

wM> they saw I was writing down whac they wara saying; with orbers^ 
a hml the ewt cppoeita effaro Bxthar way^ cbe notebook and pen seemed to 
cond)tioo cbe answers of my informants m a puwarfol and undesirable way 
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I to gather rmarch m boteardnciibad as i&qoisinva 
ckMCiva vofL Fm I vtru from amhtiu cc smhtiM m tha town 

ma/kat of K^Joujou MKb^nj for paescr^MiOA ma^ion afcar a phMWJSt 
h^ tumad to mt thti paascr^aon mad^ciM ara <omaoAiy aokl thara 
braaUaif^ vhkh I took in a mail («w<r naKt to rhaaafkar vxth tbtif batKhaa 
af04U>d a cable aj>d a womao vho wrvn mim si umAt si (sis <cpkad cof* 
faa aj>d baaj) aamivicttfe)^ ( pfiad cba other <u5Comm with cjua&tiooa to 
ouc thair p&nptctiw about the health sarvicac in KUot^Oii Aikl ac oigbt^ I 
want to rha fsfsgt tMW<cowci tranapKcation aancaf) to cake stsfi ftmis, 
bot aaiAfy to cbsarva tba hat>drada cf people vbo wata wajtin^ &f a truck to 
racuin to Gojnea where ic baaci bintad to ma by a milicary cturso ac cba 
cmfnd^isnUwis titt aourca ofooa of the cnau) health problama in K^dougou^ 
STD'c« aapeoaliy c^amargiog threat of HfV 

Titfougbout mf research^ ( feund that I could only make obsaMtionc of 
thii nacore by engaging eod talkiog with the people of K^dougou The ejmc 
of my cesaaccb wata er much qualxeativa er qaenci&ebla^ and titt lafbatnation 
obtaiMd in chic way provided an artantiej p^rtp^cciva on inibacaation from 
other eouKac^ such u from titt ^ca ^ tcatitocc at Dakar ae^ docuffieocr ac 
the (mfn Jt essU 

ftaaulta: Tho Struaturo of Haalth Sneviana 
in tho Diatflat ef Kddougau 

The Hoalth Syttam in Senegal and tha Health Conmittaea 

At tha merr Js essU of KAiougou^ I colbaccad icibemacioo on c^ pen 
mcry Ittalrh care syuam through t variety of courcaa and machodc; ct^ a^c 
co m p r ahencive at{^enetion^ however, wee provided by tha general tMCorer of 
tha health c^nmictaa cf tha Ittalth dietnct of K^dougou^ Famafcen Dambdli 
Dembf U had invited me to lunch doriog which ha iboamJ n>a pxccurea, dia* 
graac^ end dooimeoceof titt issU 

According to DemtdU'e. the mejn obkccive of tha (mit6 Jt issU ere to 
eatabliih en euttHjepanJant health ey&tam chat le managed et the local level 
by baiith comaitcaas Dembdli thao aapiaioad that tha health comnutcaas ac 
tha health dierrict lava! euec in two tiatad hierarchical relacion&hip: tha health 
dutricce vhkh are managed by titt datnct t^sfsmftes: u^lar wbjch are tha k^i 
(eBsmftes which manege titt urbao health centers as arell ae the aurrounding 
rtifaJ Mlth porta. For the health dutrkc of Kfdcaigou^ the diatricc committee, 
vhkh le Eocetad et the iWrrdrMc^ overseer 16 health commicteea irvluding 
tha health committee of tbaosthv^Mitf itaelf 
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Dmbil^ t&htfn&^tbegmrd trwoKf ^dttdtscncccommicm^MIch^^ 
^AkKb also incUi^ a pwident^ a vka-fMuknr^ an cmwa aial an 

ttlmifwraoveaacMary lo tbebaalchpcMs^oo tbeccJ>6r Kaial, tlttF(|naneatiw 
ii aa with titt /ifltrAMFn OF Ulikf noMS of Of if 

no baalth a^tttwub aifqumtrajmn^ laavadahk, 

(CMMWinjcy Ittaltb a^fnt)^ alac kaowo aa an ASC^ takea tha poair»oci by Jf&uJf 
Titt aambf ra o( f ha baalth aaa alact^J by dw p^nfila avffy two 

yeaaa aaJ ara eo boUl aagulaa public gaomi aMn^aa 

Tha fota cf fba haalcb c^micma waa ayMamaiiaad in Sanagat m 1992 
With f ha # 92«7 (DAw 92^1 18) in an anampc to dacaneralisa daciaion 

making lO haaJfb aafvicaa. Tl^ codi^tion of d>a aola of <ha lualrh commif* 
caaa fadacaad a cancfal pfincipla of <ha BI ftmit 6va yaara aarliar thai *daciaiofv 
making au&i Jacanraaliaad in fba aaoicafy daacaku, aap^ially concaming 
tha managamam of primary haaJtb caae: aod fhac cba finaiviai managamant 
of aaaouacaa muac ba ilacaiwraliaad ao mooim produced locally aay ba 
managad by d>a c^manitiaa concaroad* (WHO 1987) Thia waa in pare a 
Mpofiaa to tha Miaaa of d>a highly cancraliaad aikJ htararcbkal lualrh aysaam 
Tha diaadviofagaacf such a ay a tarn ara coo vincioglydaacfibad in an analytia of 
titt Lbarafibaaifhcaraayacam: "Although bureaucracy aa an klaal may toa<& 
ciaaf^ 10 praccical applxcaaion tn Africa titt diacncf madxcal oAcar ofcan laata 
abandofiad and daaoaaliaad ai tha pafiphaay" (Clapham 1978> 428). Fur? ba^ 
more, dacarvtaaliaatioo war alao maant to aaaporki to tha diaa oaoJ for polificaj 
indapandanc^ in a ayauffi char ia bogged dowo by vhaf la rel^red to by cba 
aama eucbor aa ^dsarwabiffi lo tha madical baalth sfruofora* — a potaoo<liant 
ayatam flut 6 *laa r amov oi £ron\ ct^ Wab^riao ideal of rackoal^lagal lagice 
m^y atpaaa&nJ lO bureeacfacy Ooly bktaachy ia praeervad* CClapbam Ibid.) 

DambdU^ however^ <lxd noc csenaon tbe faulta in tbe ayataa. Inaraad, 
ha coofiouad with a decaikd aaplaoatioo of <he aaruccora c/ the mioaacry of 
haalfk Tbe haaJfh ayatam lo Sanagal la dividad loco three Imb* tbe naciooaj 
level; tbe aagxonal laval; and tha AattiC^ kval. Tha oational health mioiacry la 
located in Dakar and it ^miruacara all haaJfb servkaa balow it Seoagal la <hao 
aub-^ivided geographically into 10 medkal eagiona, aacb of which irviudea 
ona Of more hoapicala. Tha madical regkoa are tbamaelvea divided into di^ 
fricra, which inctoJa health cerweas, haalcb puaa. and^ et the lowasf lavel, cba 
dtapanaariaa oa health hura. The haaJtb diaerkt of Kddougou ia a port of ct^ 
madical eagicn of "nmbacounia^ vbkh in core la e ao^-aagion of titt mioi^ 
try of haaltb of Sanagal Withio titt haalth diarckt Kddougou^ diate la ooa 
haalth cancer^ aetteeo baalth posta, and many diapanaariaa 
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Thf Lade of tenoril Ass^mbli^s 

pto^iieil <hii ckscnptioo nf tht MrxKcural of^aDiue^oA of tht 
dbfricc of KAIoagou fMly; ic to ow it was sm poffK 

ewfw tha dMfualiutiofi pfo^rami hod brought oo iAipfmmocic in 

fho problems owntiociod abovo. ( a&fcad DomWl^^ tlttro4bfe« if bo thought cbo 
heaJth tya^tm funcoonod t^ctof al^r tho Bacoa^ Inicionw Dtmbfil orpliad 
that *Lar waux Mjtmm/ cr Mwr lo ^ /&c Us Jkuims 

govr tAJBmsstrMm Jts ;m Aigintfpn ft^nL " rThu^ga havo jmprovad; now^ 
It la the populMUCM thai have takao <hat^ of their own pfimary health care*) 

I thao a&fced wheo d>e la&t aasembly was bdd by cbe disetke comffiitcae ajkl 
Dambtfl^ hafidedmeadocumaot in mpMsa It was a cfanamptioncfadiatricc 
health coamitM general aa&aabl^ that was oonveoad onOccofcar 29 > 2001 to 
addms tbe tervawal of the board. Ic tewJ that 

Le bureau du ooemti da diaerkt de Saotf da K^dougou devraxt Icre 
tdflu <lttque deuK ana, mis cgie le dernier ccenic^ du dbtrKt feait en 
euacem^ euu reooaveliaaenca et aana flecoona peocknt one pftiode 
de 22 ann 4 <& — depiia 1903 Be ilfcaxt tnatfridlement impossible de 
tendre an bibn moral et baaociet dea dermera 22 annfea <ar le pedsK 
dent ec ie tr^&oriet fcanc tour dfeUA^ ie eeut prt&eoc jmtths lea mem-* 
bras du bureau sonant n'a pus feaia ttfoftti I tempt pour pafpurer 
uo bilan aoeal at baaneiec TThe board cf the district coamictee of 
Kidougou should be reelected every rwo yeara^ but that the larc dia* 
trxcc health committee had tuen 10 aaiatec^ e without any changea or 
elections lot a peaiod of 22 years — since t 9 B 3 « Furthermore^ it was 
materially impossible togiveaaoeal aod boancial w: count of the last 
22 yaara toth the eiiciog peesidenc and the creaeurer both 

were deceased^ and titt only aember preseot amoog tbeetiting board 
was nee lafbraad in time to prepa re a mcM and financial account *) 

I adud Demb^lfi if the board of t^ diroicv health committee hxl ccover^ a 
general aatambly aic^e then acd be answered no. In otte wordt^ sioc^ titt rertfwaJ 
of tbu boards a general ae^mUy h^j not been coovened f6t tncee than sir nonahs. 

MttlcU Conflkt 

In the following daya^ I found that tbe health committee at the emut dt 
/eitffwar expefiencing simibr problems to tbe distrKt health c^mictee The 
treasurer cf the morr ^ /juef could nee temeabur the daa wheo tbe last geoeral 





M^fnhly was h#ld. Aittt (ummi^ifi^ fhfoo^h a icack c/ iu>dF^ 
fteifh a rhti the tmioiar sold co rbe hospital staff (the paaaois 

faaely h^foou^ tt^ooey cospioe^oo ctpmm boctlad sodaa)^ he evearualiy 
uficovmd a taMtipetoo ^ the ttCAt tacanc {enarai aasaA^ly of tba health 
com nut tee fie eWrr Jr /Mtf lO Match 2006 — only a mooch aari^af Tbe 
^rvarai iiirmhl|, hovavar^ haJ beaci oonverud ty the paeaklane and the vica> 
president of theoBr^ataMr/ZIttalch comnuttaewitb the cb^tiva of impc^lw 
lAg the general rectetaiy and axclodiog him from all c^mictea actieicy A/car 
reading thit^ ( remembarad ao apiaode that 1 had wicneasad ac the mota^Mantf 
two waakt eaalier during an incarviev with rhe S^fertrmr Jr Seatf /N y e^ ii or 
Stf (Supervisee cfPtimary Health Seevicee) Thagaoatajsacratary ofd>eeimOf 
health ccennuttee. (the petson who the pmidacit and tlttvice-peeaidenc 
wara trying to impMh) h^ <oma into rhe cfica of tha SSP to lisc a complainc 
against titt other ntamters of the com nut tee Ha accused cbe peeudent and tba 
traaaurer of noc having coovaned a general aseemblp foe more than a year and a 
half and of having ccmplacely evdi^ad him from all com nut tea activity Tha 
SSP raasauroJ the sacracary saying that ha wcaiU talk to the peesidanc and tba 
traasurar to Mofva tha problam Acoupleofmimitaslatet howaver, rhe/ea^^ 
ahef of the health comnutcae of the tmfn Je Man/ aocerad titt oftce of titt SSP 
to ccmpiaio agaiost tba sectacarygacetal »ho had juac left. 

After tlttseepisodes^ ( could noc balp but question hote t^haaithcommirtee 
ac tha Mfrr Jra«n/<ould properly manage primary Ittalth care, as it is called to 
do in tba laittttive. if the peeudent and tba sac rat ary gerttral aeta noc 

in communkation of any bnd bender actamprr to impan± each octec 

Health A^nts 

Bernier the internal condxctr^ titt reianonehip between tba health conv 
micteer aikl titt health petsonoel at titt cmfrr A sokA was marked by serious 
problems in communication Aa ao example^ a ff a re nurse explained co me that 
eveo d>ough h^ worked at the evrtrr A tmU fee years, she did ooc believe 
thee d>e distnee health committee or the health committee ofthe cormrdi^Maritf 
h^ convened a nogle general aasambly Rirtharmora. she infermed me that 
avao tittugh it iS titt duty of tha health committees to jmy tba A Mart/ 
(iftMOMwe/e/rq» there were several beg term ASC employeer at rbe mtfrr A 
/eatff who were still waiting fee their &rsc puy cbecL 

Even though tha personnel were qukk to give me a lirt of complaiots 
against cbe health committees trying to understand tha underlyiog causer fer 
these Eulurrr was exceediogly difficult. This was due lO pare to a seeming 
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ovmll lack of a Uck of m &nc* 

<iociinj offitt boalth co<Miiccttoci fhopM^cbelMlfhcM scaff InodditiOA, 
tho pnaukfu^ tha vk^^pMidant^ aiuJ tha socrtrafy ^ tha haalth coamiooe 
wara all abttof and dobody bwv whan thay wmdua tD rarum 

fbiafKU Man09amantM Public Hoalth InstKiftlons and 
fhanclal WffkultlcadfthaHaaHh Commictaas 

In tha Baffiako Ifticianva u scaw chat "aba linacoai mana^aant of 
aaaooMaa muaa t^dacantraliaad soahacfaaouacaa pfoduaad Uxally ma^ bamaa^ 
a^^ad by cba c^moAum ccaKatnad/ aad ^cordiog to DtfrhtU, aha heaJtb 
comnuaMa ii tha ^micuacfaaiva aafuaaaaa rhai a aupfoaad ao cany ch^oua. 

Whar Dambtl^ d)d aoc a>^Eain« bowavar^ was tba itMtfy Sc^ 
^finaariai mana^amant* of aamifcas Ffom apaaksoj vxah oabaf lualrh a^oca 
aa aha Mnr^iaatf and to Dakar (Sow 200d), I waa aold abac a modd cf finance 
iAf callad a aadliAf hioda moJd A rai//eg<Hr/> h^ t«an lAipJamancoJ in 
aha haalch <aae ayatama acrou W«e A/rxca aJon^ vuh tha Ban^ako Id^aiaiiva 
Tha aoUiAf IuaJ ^ymaoa of aha comffiucuay haaleh ifann (c^pw 

dr /awitf aba mawai ai>J paacha&a of mw Md)cationa« and 

impaovacoane m jadtaacAKCura thnxifh aba pfoSo coiiactad from tha ada of 
madicanon and aitt aickao £or<onauiaaaioo. 

Tha aoUiA( luAda modal 6 paajaad by loumaaiooal akla oa^janitaaiona 
b^cauaa ic impliaa &nl autonomy (Kliffiak & Patan^ b was 

claaftyavidanc, b^aaavaa, ahacavan thou^ aitt lualth commjacaa may to fruiw 
cialty auconoooui^ xa lacanainly noa fina^ially wlf^auf&cjanc 

Iralaad. aba cunant haalth a^mkaaa waa st)U crying to racovar Aom a 
aigmbaanc daba chat hwd taan accumuUxad by aba pravioua baaUh comffiiaraa 
Foatharmofa^ tha axpansas cf aba cwaana baaUh comoutaa aagulafly saapaaa 
altfirpao6c9. In March 2006^ tba avamp^a, rha baalth commictaa of tha (mfttJt 
cp«)t t£4S ^2? FCFAa 1 3.SS0L hicbadaaarttdordy 1,197.200 

F CFAa 1 2300) in pfotiaa. lttV0>g a daScie of 648.623 FCFAS |I,23C0 
Afcaa gCrtfk^ ovar cbaae fi^oaaa with tha uaaaurat cf cba heaJch commie* 
eaa. ha aamaakad that it waa nmply onraaificic to tvp^t thas coms co ba mat 
With paofie mada ft^ a popahuon char livaa paicnarily ondat rha pouatcy 
lioa. Indaad, ckkars fot ccoaoicaaion, ona of tha aourcaa cf eavamia for 
fha Ittalch commucae, coat only 200 F OAr i 039) and pBCiana aaa not 
eacfoiracl to puy chii fee. 

Ic ahoaU ba mant^ooad chat a ouffitur cf coUacciva haalch mocoali do 
auac iA Sactf^aJ. Hoa/avar, only a miouca frarcion of cha pc)paia<ion haa accaas 
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fo thM cbutuds and f ha pacpk whD do hava ^cas& ofran opt tb< p^vata baalt h 
Mvkaa 1 a K&iou^ou^ fet mAipia^ tba AlMvUr Jts ab 

Mtfitra C(^nr3ffm/i at L'£FWtfAM NafAM4 Qf ii rha only baikh mueoal 
ai^ It ii Marvel aolaly Ibr taacbm Apaar fkan ceachars ai>d othat /w- 
z/MMaa (jDvamffianc paid protwicaulX tba vast majotit)^ of <ha popolatiofi 
famtifu wichoat aoy fiAaiViai ptmctiofu 

TTva roi))Ag hu>di modal has also pfovokad the arcoataiOA that *ofcaci aba 
Aotionatf commuAiCf paaa^ipatioo/ a keyalamaotof AaDKbnhOAofAlm^ 
Ata aa vail aa rha B(^ is hffuud to tha acoocank oooon chat *<ha popolatkfi 
muac pay'" (A/nqua Amuk« accaasad 0$ 06. 200 A Tlia bovavar^ 

caoAca &ncnoo a^th Aaaaw )t chai^aa aod population of K^^ugouaaiw 
ooc alfbed to pay hgbaf rats. Tha heaJtb <ommicts m coosaquaoca^ has baao 
fonad to saarch fot hioJiof from ocM aoasaa Tlaa Mordt /sra^haa takao out 
a credic of 3.000,000 f OA 3i7^0) tba milicary <amp at K4Jougou 
that IS bamg rapaxd m mcnchly iAStallmenta of 23)^000 P CPA (• I Tba 
MAr^itfi>u/alao pafiodxcally racaivaa medjcarionsfrom USAJDfUnit^ 

Aid tolntatftarional Devtlopmaoc) (B1 200^ But in spitt of thesa altafnativa 
aoasaa <d svanua. tha mAt at iaitf ii oonathelaas trarved fot ftindin^ 

One of tba meat decfimaotal consaquancaseftha Ittaltheommicts's insuf* 
deiant hindjAg is cha tow aaJsjs and titt lack <d motivaiion aaong the haaJth 
carasaff Indead^ the health com nut tea has av an da& read passant loJafinitaly 
ht savaral ASO.Tb)t vae aapbioad to main concraca tame by Moaasa Diakh* 
ita. a sucaMre^^ tba Mrrrdr^atfZ/who collars cha tickart lor ccAMlcarxcns 
u the ancfanca ^ata. Twantyn^a yaart oU anJ with a wila aad two childean, 
Housea has woekad at titt zeMt ak Maacf cf K^ou^^ou e^nca 1996. Vhao 1 skad 
hiA if be ii satjtbad with hiswork^ he aoawatad, w; x a J iar. /r 

« W nwr d U ny a ps dr idafka Ca A m/ ^aa/sa. .* Cl tic hara^ 

bat avan ao^ ( have nochiog co do. Thara aea no t^rvfice. Ic ia not m 1 wotk . .*) 
Ha wocka ool)^ tbraa di^ out of seven atkl be a paid of every 100 F 
CFAa 1 0 JO) that )t taken in from tha lok of the oclsts foe cooaultatiooa 
Mousea ciaiffiad chat bt akiy normally comas out to ba 20,000 to 30^000 F 
CFAa (• I 33 30 CO i 37 70) par month (o £st^ I &uod out Ucar Housea 
aama more rhsv tbt From looking at cha amployaa payment recorda tba 
haaJth commictaa of rhe ewrr ab iantf^ I found that lO Nouembar 2003 <tba 
last available racc^l cf aalans) Mouaa had aaaoad i9fiOO FCFAa per month 
(• tll5 00X Oo tba otbar hand, Houas waa ooa of tba most wall paid 
ampioyaas on rha Un tacsi^tm. Of the twenty oe so affiployaas oo tha liae^ 
thara wata periupsAva that aamad only 13,000 FOAa ( 23 90) per month; 
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from > 11 ■i f har>rkg» foom)^ tiHH M 

i Aombtt ocJm taptoy^s f bit aft yet to be p«id thtii 6et pay <ha<k 

Ai a ttsuk of the ioa^ salifias (of coA^pktt abseM of pay), an amcaphM cf 
gacMi qathy paitmtad d>t oem ^ which waa appwrm «ven amoof 
a|nr/ who watt otwn itatioaMd id Ais aeaota aufai cuepoa aftirttt 

fbair wiU Titt poorcjaalicy ol"haalthcara<ouU hm^taariy taaci irt ^ a» o d wuh 
aA jftfMsa icimotMtioo ol^fba health <aaa atalT Inaae^^ tha patiecio tt tbaMrr 
A smU WM dm flusaMewJ by the b^ch acalT espwoally isi 
mm A <oupla <i Mmplea bf ar fepeaia^. A ciuasa w^ h^ memly bfuahed 
har taiQici^ m Dakaa was aanoMd ai ^em KAbuj^ou agautti her 

wJL Tbe fium aniy Woioftfkl ft^ocK wheaaa the maioaity d" the poft^ 

iaifOA cf Kfclougou Joas im spaak eichar ef tlm Bmaaa e/this^ 

f be fura waa dm twe able ro camauAicate with f be paaiet^rs m consuUag 

mm wrtittuf d>a Mp cf mama' auk Kowavat w4m tha aaa&a't auk w^ ooc 
avajlibk^ titt Aurse baftiy mack ao e&M to <^mufiicaia wub cba paaiaAta tfkl 
I awA wiCAaaaad a cocaa^tafiOA barween tha Aurse aAd a A\ccbar with aakk<hild 
vhara tha mam Aicckad tbe motte Ibr cot apmkiAg aikJ Itf Ace koowaag 
how old M child waa. Over d>e course cf ay acay io d>e crawe ab amT^ I realiod 
>Ka> d^ttkioJcf ttaaiAv a cig araa tha Aon ratber chaotic attepcioru 

Oabef axaffiplet larluda cetcaio buMucaatic pfact^caa by Auraea )A tba 
coAaulcatxoA room They iA&iatOA racordiog d>e birth a^ aod Ae plica of aesH 
cknce of patieAts in tittir lad^r boA be&ae bagmaiA^ to ^ive them aadkai 
attantion TTtt ourset would aiktIttpatiaArs tbaaeifuntiooa without regard lor 
tha fact that they are oruvafadly ccmickred cultueaJ taboos ia SeAagal Even 
woM^ rhe Aoraea would co aakiAg thesa queat^ona t<lbra anytb^Ag alia 
— r^ aatcer how sericaia thaconditiOA cf tbe patient war. PceexaA^le^ wbjia 
I war cbaefving ia the ccewIcaiuiA fooa« a boy amvad ai tba anft9 Jt iomf 
With an cpeA aem ft^ture; bowavee, befoteeven ahowiAg tbe boy to lie doam^ 
tha nurse took lavtrai AuAotea to record tba persoAil lAlormitioci cf tha tMsy 
aod tbe CiicumsraAcas of hw injury )A her ladgaf book 

In d>e rolling hioda Avodel wt up by tt^ Bamako (Aitiative^ titt burden lor 
health care iS oa the sbouldars cf tt^ an aiversroci of tbe methcd cf 
health care coverage cf tbe AUjority of iAdustnaJiaoJ ccaiotnaa wbeta "health 
cara syate a\s Aat. . ara coUectiuHy finaocad luva largely teplacad syscaaa whare 
titt a>dxvidud ia respepmible fiof tbecosa ofhia health r\eads^^Sidik 20CA, 1) 
Ifkked, rhe Bamako (Aitiative bis been deacrib^ by others as a pervetsa lAva^ 
sioo of a Aormal health cara syscaa wlvae the healthy support the ill. However, 
fAadiCiAa afkl health /are ara dreo conaidesed luKunea (cf popukium to whoa 





food is ptnodjc^y nKt — popuUriMS cJui m suppDd^J co a bu^ 
fkfi of their o%fi heeldi cere costs. Aj t result » tl^Mfrr AtfeeTis sr(ef\jbed lor 
IxiodiJig and the heelch cere i^utm 6 Idc vxthgeping holes. 

The Supply of MedUr>e 

I il ^ tooAd thei Mcooly has the ^ueiicyof^ SAd ^ce&e to, pfiMsey hesith 
cere st tht^sBUt Jt satttf aJftTti uoJer the Bsmekoltunstive. buc chat med)C^ 
tioo is mreaelytliAcuit to stcm. 

The stock of mediceiioo ei the on^Jtsa^lu at ell ocbet public health 
iAsticoiiOAS iA Seoe^) is alsoasAef^ uoder tbe toUiog iuoJs mcald where, 

the b^pMifkf^ e stock of essential gervenc mediceiiOAS xs oAmd Iseely by 
the iloAces to the admiAistceiive coAtmiccee of tbe d^spenary {or other sedkai 
xAsticoiiOAl These A\oJk)Aes ere then sold to the with a proSc xna^ 

pt. This profit xnaetiA, which xs ^ded to titt jiAyAteois A^ede ty tbe pooeois 
tot coASulcenoAS. allows fic^ titt tepirchase the leital stock of aedkatkci 
eod the lAxprownent of access aAd ijualxties of services fioceAnvss to petsorw 
Ael, repajes, eod buxldir^.. " {Ridde 2004, 8^ However as certein eotbors 
hes< psiAted out. in this model of restocking, there is the deo^er ther "ic 
the eheence c^bud^ary pbnAing end jooJ asAaf^Aiecc, tbe pro6ts thei ace 
retuperated are xASuAcient to 6oaAce the tehirbishaeAC (of aedkatrocd aod 
the reserves exhaust rheAt&elves litrle by iictk* (KliAsek ft Peters 199^, 1$7) 
Acd, xA lict, (found the danger descntudhese ASirtored ewtiy thecoedK 
tkc of the pIttCAwy ei tbe Mfrr A of KfdougOiL 

ProAS observing the pharmacy of tbe cmtn dr a«r// xt quickly beceae evH 
dent ther e las^ nuat<r of tbe aedicatkns wea nuasiog Indeed, alw asking 
the phaaaac6t, ( lound thee of 76 medxceiions oc the list of essectial medK 
ones, 17 srere noc avedeble CMein medicines had beec missing fee aonchs 
end others lor years. Bilctkide, lot example, a ASoJkine treers unnery 
btihaAias CschtttosoASosxs) and that 6 absoluiely esseccial in a dtttrKt wbece 
dose to 759 of rhe popeilatkci is effscced by tbis disease {Guito 69X has beec 
missing from pbacAtacy of rhe Mfrr ab smt^ (6t aore chan three years (fil 
2006k Ocher examples of esseoual aatetial that was gbriegly ahoent were 
Dicynonel. a blood coegulaat, a^ plesnc gloves whkh have been unavailable 
foe three Asootbs (Diallo 7006). 

The pharAtacist at cheamfrr ubaMUfchiAted chat the causes Itf titfse eup- 
tuees ici titt supply of AsedxceaoA are due almost entirely to adainistative 
mistakes, and toa l^k of lunds As an example, he <xj dined the systens of 
siqsply of medicines xo Senegal Because Senegal does nee heve a pharxnaceutkal 
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aw1xci£Upas m procbcdd buc muif aJl b« 

iAipo<ceJ which fiM MUie supply ofs0dki<iofu vulMibk 

7b ^IdMttthispfobkm, <ltt p)u£ffiMu(kii<oop«fU£Sof tlw cks^lopaJ wodd 
i^Md (0 provide ff^tc^ucM in tiMir gtOMC tbfs thmifh rl>6 Btffidcc Inn 
Th± medicniions te a murb pfM (And Mny hivs Affu^J of 

cfOMionAbU uidxilcim) am cJwn bou^lw ticm tbA (OumAiiOQAj d<ug cmpA-* 
OMS by thA Pi^rm^at ^AfpfmiwnemM ot PNA Supply 

PhifOAcy) Prom <hii phAimAcy^ whjds 6 iocAced in DdtA4 rhe dfUjs dwn 
yu CO <lw CAO g<^<iWa (R^^koAi PhAACOACiAS) Ac cbA nett IavaI^ 

fhA d<u^ jo CO cbA P^m^tfts D^s (Dcpoc PhAmw^nH And tc^ chArA^ 
citty AK dttcributod to the moid ^ and thA p«fti A santf. PiOAlly chAy 
may on to teid dr^anA or local diapanaarka which opmee ac dw vil« 
Ia^ kvd And wbjch ata pfoviiiooad AichAf from chA phaaffiacias m chA pMs Jt 
/MAfoc chAOWar AbaMU/CDrmbdl 200d) (SaeACinec # 6 bf che hiarArchkally 
oa^aniMd cyscAm of supply of nttdkacion > 

ThA phaamAcisc ai thA owr Jssanti Aho pomwl out thti ona of thA cotu^ 
qoAiKn of chii syuam a thti A&y rupeuat ac tny m tha systam of acq»ply 
pravAoca rhotA mAdicatJona from rAAChingtll iAvata banaath it, makiog ads^n-* 
jacfatis^ a^acAkaa daaJly 

Prom cons^raatkna with vatioua (CPs cf K^dougou^ I Mlisad that a 
lOg a cootmaous auppfy of mad^CAnon to tha laolataJ rural ptm dr Maraf 

a avan moaa di&ulc Ao ICP of Khosintu, tp^u Je io9S4 thti u ApproAimAraly 
100 Km from KUou^o^ Assurad ma that aupeuraa m madicaiicc ware tha 
norm^ aisd that rha auuAnoo bacomaa avan worse in tha sajoy saaaoo« which u 
also eba yoak parted for malaio. It u important to ooca^ bowavat that as^n if 
cha sosc laolAcad and rural pwa Jaani4 ara stocked with citt AppropriAta asaem 
ciaj madicinaA^ citt surfoundjng rural popuUciooaofcACi jo vithour il Tha (^ 
of Khosancu^ lor axAffipla^ had a womAO hml dia lo hu^/^ ab Mar//tha waak 
t<lbra ( arrived in K^doujou ^ had wtitad be aefht days with a hi^h 

malarial bvat babra earning lO br treatmant. By that yoine it was coo Uca. 

The hob of tha Private Pharifsadas 

Tha rupt Liras in aadkation lO citt public health care in&ticuiiona u even 
mora rtoubbcis whao cemyorad co tha private phaamacias and milicAry plu^ 
mKM whara madicationa are vary raraly out of atocL^^ 

Indeed^ duriog an locarviaw with cha pharaacirc of a y^vaca pharmacy 
in Kidoujtuu^ PbamatH ( (bund thai nca a siogk madtcaiion that 

waa in rupaura ai tha <Mrt dr Marrf was m^sir^ from bia privata pharMcy 





Fo^hnaM^ I ven6^ with smrtlocJm pluim^i^s thti niptuM vmij) tkfc 
v«y fiM (of tht iQituuciM (Ndmy^ IsMib 2006, S»d)t« 

2006X Codfwy <h« scacmm of rhe phomw^st at fba aiAt A 
of fitt avickfw CJUMS fef tba fuloMS <d <lw public iMkh cm syucm 
v^A compMd to <hc pnvM ptufowM it For tha yw 2002^ tha 

aAKui^t of moocy thtc wts apooc to import aodkinea lo Soo^gil wu 
1 / the M/m/ Thit aooDt thu the pfivaic hcolth Mccof ipetit 

yO% more aoleiy on the impoftatioA of aodicition chao rbe iruoitur of 
health dxd oa all of its health e^ettaea (Diroction da lo Ptdviaioo 2CH>4b^ 
51) A AO thee pMtttible causa Ax the diftafacicaa bamw) the public and 
privtte pbarmacxt is that aach tectoe lu difStreoc auppliafs. Tba peivato 
phamaciea ara auppbad &f the meat paic through CO PHA SB 
twt SMf^Uts — Seoagaia&a Pharmacauacai CorpoeatiorO^ 

vbaraaa the publK phamaciat ara suppliad tbtou^h the Pi^nM/r Ntfi/mfr 
/Appr/WMa«Amf aa deaenbed above 

Tha ^ihiro of tho Supply of Essantial Maddnoa In tho II System 

A^o tha efibtff to the IttaJth ayataco fioaocaUy auto^lepxodam saa/ned 

CO la^ iA many ways to a biltira to paovida peimary health caae. B»uia the pai^ 
Ik pluacaacy of titt aAtnrdriwf cf Kfckugou did AOt have a hrgt portKA of t^ 
ewndal moJriAes ai>d ttx private pham^iea d*d^ »bao paaieAts were givaA a 
preecripiOA at the iVMr ^ amf^ they have to ^ to the private pharmxaee ce ttx 
miixtary pharmacy to have it hlUd. Howevet the pexvaie pluamaciea do oot tuU 
ttx itAdaciAes ai their Bl pr>caa(fenafk Scam) ac^ the potuott aae Ibeced to pay 
tbe ekvacad braod Aam pexcae &e the auM AediciiMa. 

Not OAly doer this auuat 100 cnaak the total £ulure of tha Bacoalco loiuativa 
CO provide a uruvataal supply of esaeAtiai medications in tl^if jaoetK £cem^ 
but 1 alsoohaervad more imffiadiate^ aod incartain respacts, sore aetious con> 
ret(ixncee In order ro 6(( a pMcripeioci that was 00 c available in tha iKtUrr Jt 
/mf pharmacy^ rbe puientt erase {bread to erallt rwancy to thirty smutet co 
tha private pharmacy^ then walk back, aad d>en eraxt a^r> in rhe fraqaaotly 
lonj lioe <d patiaorr — aJI of this baScee finally receiving medKsj attencior> 
Plastic gloves, {or example^ had noc beaci available at tha MerrdriMflbe three 
mooths^ which same that tha patiaorr &tm had to go buy tha gloves in one 
of the two phaasacies telora they would receive aoy sadkd care. In actuality 
this meme that more pariaots were treated without sanitary gtovesand titt lew 
gloves that ware available at tha nBwmdra«r//were caraAilly saved to be used 
Ax garrets Ax blood perAfiionr 
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abov< ^ dw boy who Affiwd dc fh« ^dW/r 
Mar// wifh an opor> arm ftictuft aUbofaiin^. Nditbn tha cbidf 

doccof rvof (he ddjtUKf docror were ai <ha /df/rr tba bey derived^ 

a&d cbe Mly HD prewfu^ tba deocal doccoe, wdd m caf^a of eraaaiog cbe 
cf<n fraccuie. Ic wdd deodad ro avacuata cha boy )/> fha loa>by«4bur ambu-* 
Cfhatofcaci would m araic WHhouc baiog pudhad) torhd emUf 
(hcapical caoiet) of T^bacouAda ai>d to give hiffi a p^rfudroci of Nf/bmi (an 
aofi«i/)flammatory>and a/) aAaigeaic wbjia tbaa/r^ulanca waa baiog pfapaiad 
Bacauae both of thdsa madicioda, bowavar^ ware ouc of aaook in t ba tmtn Je 
/dWit/ phaimacy^ fha tkthar of the boy had to go to tMxh of cbe ptivate phaim^ 

i/a Kfdougou to look fof them <cbe 6rac ooe did not hava Nffitmi auhar) 
Thia pdoceds laaaad over an hour in swelteting haaf« aod maanwhiia fha boy 
did noc tacaive any aadical <aie and be aciil bad two to thfea hours of cean^ 
poetafion ovar a pof^bole doctad foad t<lbra ha would arrive ac the hospital 
n Tkffib^ouodL 

Tha Parallal Market of Madldrws 

Tha iiMoaaaibiticy of n^adicaaona at an aAbedabia pfica tmi oehar rvore 
subcia raparcudsiona as a/all At the hiof of fba Piamade pbamwisc^ 
I viaited the KMougou markat, a fiva mmuea walk from fha /nurr A Ma/Z 
Aoooading to fha pharmaridf^ a latga cjuacificy of pseaoription medeoinaa (kol 
Nigaria wara smugglad into Senegal aod sold illegally by Guinaan marcbanca 
fba K4dougou market (as wall as by marc ban csac roar Senegal). And indeed^ 
I aa&ity lound aafchanrs that sold PsfwS^m&te^ 7>n»yfa>r. and even 
fiAamne, for vary low prices. ( could ra^ on AePme/i^aMbyttckagas 
m InJta " The metchant^ however, was selling individual pills of 7Vwyt//«r 
and CiUfaafiAjmTwe out of <he white plastic conta/neta chat asa toe all 
fha ganarxe Bl aadicxnes.Ona meKhaot^evan though Guioaao. spoke Wolcf^ 
and ( askadtum whara rbeaadkines tama tioA^ Ha answered^ "Nigfna lanu 
]Og^. ^Aote ctuogi pasid par Guinea," (Thay coma from Nigana, but tbay 
ps sa through Guioaa ^ 

Ic a/ould be diftcult to maaausa wbat afbet tbaaa lotbeirol marebants 
have on tha haalth of the population of Kddougoo^ bur it ba notad 

that CiJ»jmpiAa mim is a powerful antibiotk that is dangerous for pregnant 
woman and for children under 6va years of aga to taka Purtheraoee. b^terial 
resistanca co CMt wif Utjmim is a growing problem in developing councriaa 
(Warner 2004) 
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Analytic: Opinion tow4fd* 

th« Hoolth Ctntor 

fdttt 4tMisufi^ tiM ccnd)f»oci <d tht iMoleh coomiUM^ it ii ctoai thFC 
many of tht cb^fiv«& fix <onmumty jAvolvmm aj>d fioiiKid iUKKlcp^ 
cknc< cutiiMd dx DediMiOd ^ Aimi^Aci w y€C fo be mec f he heaJf h 
dbtrxc ol" KUot^OiL Hovevet. u u ^ defined tn tht DeciomiMi of Alm^ 
Au, the cceKfipc^priMiey Ittalch ii qm limited (o fioaneid atfu^mecti aikl 
fhe supply ^ ffttdtcutot. If obo "fixae oo ifuesmi fmtt 1 ^ <he ovmll 
eoeid o&d ecoocenk development of the comauciify If is the fine levH of 
concocc <d iiklxvidadi^ rise Ikmily and comaudicy vich tbe neftood hedfh 
system bringing bmldt core as doee as possible to edwre people bveand work^ 
and <oostuutee fhe 6fn elemeof of a <odfimucig heoleh core process* ( VHO 
19T6X Foe this reoson, fitt oooiysis belov of the coodinom of peimoiy hedfh 
in KAlougou Will go beyond ibe odmiojsmfive and logisf icd fiifttfiosung of 
fhe dBinteb /josf to locus on tbe cemauaei asfoccsofpeiaary beolth through 
an exomiAOfioci of *the economic cooditions anJ aocxn<uiturai and polifkai 
chawfetntks" cf fitt people in Kfidougou 

The borspecthe of tho NOents atthe <enM de &anti of KMoupou 

Dunog the oieek I spent at f ^ cmfre dt aikJ the tiae I spent ei con* 
aulcotion toofn and tbe aofemify vasd^ I woe oble to ckoely obeerue the pcienes 
ond cheir Amjbes Hovner^ xt «as escftemoly unlikely fhai titt yetienes 

would express (bemeeWee Ireoly if ftxy wre cnticol of room dr MS/ whjie ve we ee 
Within ks coo£noe^ ( was not able a form an objective idee of tiM opiokn 

In cedes to get asoumi thu ob&f^le^ I designed o short survey to evoluote 
why the paixots chore the 000 ? dr seeif ova other heolth core ofniots, sudi a 
troditionol medicine. The survey cooseeed cf sa questkos concemiog 1 ) tbe 
syage^s cf titt arcknese. 2} the duratioo ^ the sidcMS, 3) whether they hod 
seen o tradukod pracntioner oe had undesgooe *tswjif»ond thesopy* bxfose 
comiog to the aottr Aso9U, 4} titt piece of oeigin of tbe patient^ 3) the age. and 
fi) tbeset^theymieot I gxee the quesciomdre a tan patients or to ttx people 
who nx^yunied them (See onnet #4 fee the cjuationa oivJ f l^ic rrsultsX 

I fbuod only three out ^ sot yocieots bed previouoly or were currently 

treoiiog tittir syapeoms with a rraditionol remedy, suggating that fltfae 
yuiiencs ore more likely to consult "modero* services then "troditiond* ones 
This corvdusioci was also suppxced by severd of the yutiecits who ofumotedly 
answeted ay ejuesf lOO by eicleiming f lut /euJu^* (Volof lor *moderci* 

medxciQO) is much surer than *gemlvm/«n*<*traditionol* nttdicine). 
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Othtouyt co^luiiato»how^t<>rtftocbedP>w& ftofn survey t^cuM, 
6fu, the <i f^ituts iiKludftJ ta tbe survey is too smdl to teprmot 

the bf^<ommojsicy; secMsd^ chethMpetieACS mporkfad this they wtt 
tekiQ^ i cfeditiMttt treemeot vm suQeriof from cheobk iKcmses, whereas 
fitt ochm vefeall expetieociog n>edical eaecjeMiee. PiAeUy^ the tWt dw tbe 
sufvey wee giveci jASjJe the cceuulouoo room cf the "modeto* 
coukleeeily heve sL^wed the petienrs' SASwers. 

The Opiniofl of the InheMtents of Kideupou 
towards the Centee de Santi 

It p f ov oJ much eti^ef toe&fc fitt irUubittJSO c^KMcpu^ou questions about 
the Mfrr A tmU chraifh cooversetione with ccenmofuty membeft m the con-* 
Htt cJ their duly activities (outside nf the eiuM dr /eaeft. In contrast to 
s/Brtnetioas that iS mote trusevoethy dun t^^n, the 

general cpieion of tbe community towards the <mfnAso)H^ was nee peuitive 
Boka/Diallo, (be esampie^ the teacher of the (yct^and my host during my third 
stay in ¥MMfo\x told ae that neither he rm any maatur of his famity goes 
to the cmfn eb ianU fot auJ ical caee bnuee« *£ei w /enf pas hat Bottais 
!U wt gejvo fas hmMOf farpBS, tt tb sms td tmfrr tasn Aon, dtfi Ji wt 

/M pas htn Ct ittss pas sar fallat aa antrt dt sanU * <*lhe people there 

are ooe well motivated They do ooe earn a lot c^ money^ and they are stationed 
thea agunac their wilh sothey are not well aocivated. so it iS ooc sate to 
go to the tnrmrebseai^*) Bokar talas his family instead to the health cerwes at 
the milicary camp of KAIoagou. 

From other conversuions I heard sinubr opinions Aooches man^ Abdou- 
laye Drop, edso ate beeakfut in the same buvecte as me answered that, 
^Vtdama UpstaJ a JuM mnp liftey peer xabs rtkk" Cl don't trarc the Mrs Jt 
/eatff because they only work lor moneys when aaked what he tl^ught of t^ 
ceotre ck sand AhnlouJaye Diop, however, did nee crust tbe military nurses or 
traditiouaj auJ icine either Indeed, the only doctor he did trust was a smAai 
(white) doctor who hul performed an operation on him while he was working 
on the sugar pbntatioos at Rjthasd Tbil 

From these conversations, the tffipeprcafM of one of tbe main principles 
of tiu Declasaticn of Alma-Ata (and mcee speci^ally cf primary health case) 
became clear*, namely that, ^Primary bealch care is essential lualrh care } 
nWe uruveredly ^cessiUe to ladividoals and familes in the community 
lAsaagb timfoU patftetfatrtn and at a ttst that tbt t^amstntty mJ tttBtry csar affmd 
ta imnfota at tvtty stagt ^ tkm JstaUptnmt sn sht ifmf ^ ydf^^tt^na and sdf^ 
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Amnafw* (WHO I9?8» tapAiiis miM) Ic m <hu mo if 

bedfhcm Mrvicc&ij) KAlou^ou vm gftulf imprmd ifUFfM ofmbfttlofy 
ttd fuAdiAg^ th6 cnttc cowa/ds impkAwntifi^ a succe&aU 

^iMa^ bfiith <aM pfo^fam votiid r^uiro at tha mpsc i^indameraal Imi ao 
iAipcovamaoc ia tha tmat ai>d paacKipatioai of dw coffimoAuy. 

Thf Importance of Cultural Conrklarallofis In Minary Health Cora 
Nor My ta mutual ao|ppprt ar^ tfuat rai^ujrftl eo onproia primary haahh cm, 
taicaa tbrIbUMiog OKampirt ilhascarr^cuicural unJrrufklin^cf thaccmmofucy 
IS hifkkmrocally ftfcmaiv. Purtlttcmcoa^ cha culture aid the social tibriccfhaakb 
care are r^ aaaily i^uamibrJ cr ccmpaACorrwabaaJ, bur dtan involve irwficatf 
stones acdaubir cuiraraJ sen^euers char hour &i sandso^ impUcationa 

Polyjaffiy^ for evaffipie^ la ritt oorm lor Ciffiilm m K^^u^tou^ and acroes 
Senepat lor that matter. And althcaifh lamily struttum arepuarly colcoial and 
social phenomervon^ they bave concrete impIkarioAS lO terms ^ heakb. Ac cbe 
May women vbo were in polygamous marriages in wirh 
serially tran&mitred diseases which could ooc be tseared if the husband aid cbe 
other wives were not treated simultaneoual^t One woman who came irm cbe 
(mfn Je Mi4 was dia^rvoaed by cbe nurse in cbe consultation room with sMm 
f^Rnlof Ibr syphilisX Sse was written a peescripcion for Cai/aed/rae, a stow ^r* 
istg aiuibiork hat is a sure treatment syphilis if the aescual jmrtnerU) ct^ 
wcman undes^ treatmeot as well. Tbe woman aajd chat she could probably 
persu^ herhusbafd to take cbe medication wicb bet and she could even 
aftbrd ro fmy lor bis rreatmeoc; however, she al so bad cbree co-wives^ aid s^ 
estpiaifved hat tbe could not tel) them about her diafottis with syphi(&« let 
alone ^ them to pay lor titt treacffient. they would oatraciae her and 

accuse Ittr^beinj unfaicblul 

When the woman Me the consultation scorn to fill her prescription^ I asked 
titt nut&e what she would do to help the wcanan But tbe nurse just shook her 
bewl and sad (a k ptdlkm * fTlwt's ea^ly the problem.") The woman, 

and mcM kkely all of cbe dults in her family, would conaecfuently not be cused 
of syphilis Indeed, over titt course <i cbe weak chat 1 spMt in the consulcaooo 
room, ( Iburd chat syphilis was a veryfrecfi^nt cause of morbdicyfcK cbe popa^ 
lations in K^doujtou — a problem no amount of mwlicacupn will resolve if 
titt above^mencioned cultusal considerations are rsot takeo into account 

Aootiset e^^tiance chat impressed upon me the importance unde^ 
scandiog rbe socio-<ulcusal laccocs cf health also occurred lO the consuUatioci 
room of cbe cmfn A mU Ibra Fall, a military nurse who hwl received hu 
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Iwaleh <raicun^ isi titt Republic olBurkuuFaic. <xpbjMd t^M dw j^^icuUr 
difBcuUi^ of CMKroIbn^ ir^Dmict^ iAbccious cIimm the am 

Ac<oftJb( to Ibfa Fell, th& is due p«ff <o tltt mmve eAWifit of a^gfenc 
iebof rhei pastes t bmigh t Itt diiCfkf of KMougou. Because KAlougou botdets 
Guiisea. it ecrs it e getewep fee a steady streea <i mi^rajsc Uboeert^ meay of 
week ij) boutkpues of sell fruit ot chercoal Dekai; others hope ro gee 
fkh cpHckiy in cbe Scemet eod jnioeaaj gold ^nduecry of KAlougou Indeed, 
truckt over£oving with ^oueg meo from Guiml Meii^ and even moee distant 
^l%t Africen couotnea ate a common tight on the diti roaib of K^dougotr A 
visit to tbe gm|r reew <dse but and tail depot) reveeb hundreds ^ femiUes 
Wilting ro catch teases to and from Guinea. As ibea FaJi eaptsined, end is a 
ftight tinveacuAion into chegM^nmrf wlucb it desrnbwd below confirAed^ 
this combioatioe of immigrant labor eivJ poverty his osevicibly led toi paraJlel 
indutcry cf tet workers i^ a groweb in tbe fiw^uency cf mifiy STD's among a 
pcpulatioci with neither tbe knowledge nor the means to proco» irtelf. 

It was atound ten o'clock it night is Ibra FaJ) explained thjs situeoon to 
me in tbe cootoltaiion room of the owt eb He was sutiog arrost 
me ici tbe still suflocating beat with his kgs crossed^ a cigarette half Ibrgotten 
us ho band « and sweat prating down ho glistening lace and chest. ( asked him 
tpeci^iUy if KfV was a problem in the area He recrossed bjs legs and told 
me to go ^r^ the road to the laeMr ac^ I wrald find out myself 
TV neat night, ( walked past the woeden bungalows where famibea live se(k 
ing mangoes^ p«anuta« aod balls of tried dough to tbe peopk waicieg in tbe 
traospoetation ceoter of Kfdougou wbere you can caach a rickety taxi or ao 
overtOKkd bus to neighboriog vdkgea and across rhe bM^rder to Giune^ I sec 
down it tbe tabk ^ a woman seUing a lew bags of peanuts with a pot of 
S4^ boiNeg over a pde of charcoal Surrounding ua were other women 
similar things, and doaens of fmulies simag in the roots cf the ac^ia trees 
were waiting lor the trucks b^k to Guiaee 1 ordered a cup cf /ewJu and 
tried to make conversatioci with the womait Se vente en yeers old and living 
alone with her mod>et she was ininallyahy aed corsfuaed by me; however^ aa I 
stood up to leave^ sV offered Vr sexual services to me. 

I Me soon after that. Fart of me was excited by this irrHutabie confirms 
tioo oflbra Fall's claims the oight before; but more chan anything^ I was deeply 
troubled. I was convinced that this 17 year old woman was ooc acting of kwd« 
ness or a hek ofdMrvy but desperation S>e waa selling paanurs and handhii 
of rr^goas lor 2$ F CFAs each (leas than $ 00.0)) to people that could barely 
eveo afford this And it seemed even more unlikely to me this woman tmi 
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tiM b>o»kilg6 ctf CO <ondoAi aj>d birch concrol^ gmrlf ^rKreuAj 
Iwr cbifMSofcoACfacMng anSTDor beccmin^ jM^naor with i<hi(d thai &ba 
could ftoc &uppxf — t p^fvcrso <)<k of poi^rry vMe coa of r Itt ocJy means of 
product 100 ivajUbk ro chis woman has t^oma a tWcB of aeif^^a&rrucf »on. 

Tha mmr Jt mt// of KUou^u aa wall as maoy othar Ittalch carum acf^ 
Sajwgai hava actempaad to raccif^ chia dowoward cycle. Prowicuoon haa baan 
ia^al^aad airvea tha 19^0^ so thai sx workets can ba reqtuaad to taka waakiy 
wciO( for STD'i. Senajai haa alao jmplamentad a oarlooai peo^raffi to crop aba 

0 7% HIV infWaion rate^ io io cracka The lodudaa. among other mtarven* 

trooa^ heaJfb eaam viaur to rural villages called Mwedtr. The accuaJ 

implamentationcf rheaa progtanuand polxcias, howeveo ramaioa laagaly the^ 
aaticaL In Kddougou, for avampia^ even abougbr Mwafo ara carried 

ouc by rhe Mare A rha baalth cencar has ooc even ^knowledgad cbe 
prorcutuion happ<rung litarally acfoee Aedjrc 

Fuethetaoae^ even when loeervaociona aea jmpiamentad^ they caonor beas 
simple ae parsing out coodonts aid presenting dow charts on the machaoisc&of 
iftfacrioofoe HIV; they must go beyond the biolo^cal mechamsma ofiU heakh 
to target the underlying socio-<ulcural. 

I followed up on this issue c^ maeamaJ healthy STD's and HfV wich an 
lotarview wich a in K^dougou, AOearou Diop She 6 one of 

f hrea aejaykoau that coodurr titt sfraitpe^ ac the <mfn Je iomf. aad aba 

also works at a free HfV testing caocar called c^CeMrr AdUoeW (Adolescent 
Cencar)^^ When we sat cfown in her ofBca for tba inrarviaw^ I asked her bow 
she appeoaches the sensitive subieces of HIV and family planning. In Senegal^ 
which is 959K MurliCB. family planoing and concracapeioci are widely consic^ 
arad to he agaiorc Islam hirthermora^ aducaaion oo cbese subieccs is made 
moradi£&culr lO the isobsaJ and rural village popuUtioor which are especially 
tradifiooai, cooseMava, and illicarate. 

Aftaatou, bowavar^ answered me wicb another questioa: ^ re er 

rdtieettx TAra you aaligioas?*) And telora I war able to give a foil aorwaf^ 
aha told esa thai we had to cootirvie the iorarview in Wolof even though she 
spoke duent Faench (t s eeme d ro me that she did ooc appreciare my presence 
or my quescioor. Bvan so^ I folt abat her request was p^rfiacrly (egitimare and 
after stammering along in Voiof for a couple of minuces, rise interrupted cna^ 
this cima in FrerKh* "Lika rha rase c^ rha Saoagalese p<opla^ I believe in God 

1 a hn believe in polygamy^ because ic is in aba Korao. Aod polygamy is a good 

thing for women abere are twice as many women in aba world as cbere 

ara men (A statement which 1 heard repeated cnore ahan once]. Also, ( do not 
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brijm tiuf if isAt^auciiSil fhiA( fh« 

fittc doM ftoc God Oft rhe otbf r t^hd, ic is ftot iMirhy fef i 
fo t <hiU «v€fy ytiL Tb« Sf ntgiUw vomift Itts Nspofti)bilic»«s 
Shf vocks hdrd^ buc the mo m iMSpMSibk. (c ii pracociJIy Mpossibk 
fof tb6 woam CO a of cwdvo with lood of qaaiiry sjkl lO MMO^h 
quaof icy mry dty — «sp^ally if ic ii tb6 mii> tiuf <ofw roU f h« For 

fhii Mioo^ womtu shouU flwir pi«soiJKiC& I sJvisa »0Mfi fo try 

fo ifKftw the fiM t^rwm) prt^ntnc^ fo sf Swf <wo bacwM) «ach 
chjid Hovtvtr^ fou sbouU «mt the ruiftib^ of cbildm^!* Aod wlwn I 
tsk^d Ittr bow th^y chiklm) cIm waofs, she SASwmd m heaMlI^ "Thot is 
ftoc fee M CO decide. I will have ea aa&)^ ehildeeft m will pleaae God' * 

I was ccftfroftced W)th thesfsek ndtty fhecfoe pfiimry heaJfli 
caee pfOffSAi co be succeisfai, it ftwt go bayood fhe purety physical aspects 
of heaJfh The cuifure aod values of the coamoftiuas coocemed caiiMC be 
igftoeed If is ooc enough co msacer rhe biotogicai realifies of bealcb sisd di^ 
ease; fafher^ ic a juse as Mpofti/a fo have act inciMafv uodersfsAd^ng of a 
coeniftoftic/s socxo ecoftowuc sjcuaooft^ their bebafs, desiM« ae>d <u(cure co 
bruig abouc a pM^fiw chajige in peimary health In the words of Mam* 
madcaj Cias4^ rhe Japem/evr ehr Smns Jf Sear// Pmeara oe SSP CSupervisor 
of Priffiaay Heaich Services) of em/ra ^ "Pmf ^Jn tl y a tm 

fr^UhU: d / m( Ima (*Tlttre is oftepeetecfojsice to helping aoMOoe* 

you have co know him'* 

Agajft^ cbe Declaeacice^ of Alm^Ata summarises the underlying social 
naiure of pubik ttfilth pfoUems such as these In t Itt fifth article of the Decl^ 
tafioci^ the Jink between social and economic produ^ivicy and health is clearly 
m^* "a socially and ecorvomicalJy productive life* 6 locluded as ooe cf the 
main health goals ct the Declaratioci. Vhat it does ^dreas^ aivd by its 
broad oature cannot wkJreas^ are tbe specific cultural coosidetatioos that muse 
te taken into account in specific comouaicies b is at chis point thee mcee 
specif seseaKh and local ^tors auat talu rhe injtwiive 


Primary Health In tha fttiral Caeitaat 

The teset up to this point has fecused pfimarily on priAaey health care in 
titt town of K^dougou; l^wever^ as ooly 16 2% of pupulation lives in th& 
urban area, the remaining poecion of rhe analysis will fecus oe tbe rural areas 
wMe rhe other of the poputaiion Ixve^ 
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Olfflcuhta in K«cfulting H^h Cm ^r$onr«l 

In mini <£ Iwaifh the thti KUcuf;cu is pciMsiiiy furai 

makeKAIouj^ anexomely usutttiCiiwpl^^wotk—ttptcMy 
mc6f Ittalth personnel have peeviously bv«d and baeci adi^tad in titt 
p^litan cicy^DakaL McMa a fu/ther uadamin«J thas<M 6 iorcad 

CO scacion haalch a^ackm in Kddoujou agajns< chaic will. The Sap<rvieor 
of Peiffisay Haalch Services ac fitt ^aanr dr Mantra Mam^lou to eiam« 
pk^ a/ae ecaaioned lO KAtougou in 1986 and has maJa rapeatftJ uASueca&ahii 
eac(iseaca to ba franaSerrad coasore central location avarsiaca 

The aicaacioci is avan wtfae to tha I^'s wl^ are scaiicoed in tha patts 
dr Mitf os PS (beiith poera) that ara even more loarceaibk than tltt cowo of 
Kidougou. Foe example, cbe ICP of Oub^]i, a PS of Kidougou. had oeUy 
seteocty been stationed there imntadiately atoe coapiacing h& acudiee in 
Dakaa He complained chat doeiag the wet seaaon^ cba roads ro the pmtt Jt iomf 
iji Oubadji, vhkh iS It? kffi away from KUougou^ ara aseentialiy impaas-* 
able. This ocJy n^kae tha ICPs* parsocial li£s aore diAculr. but it makes 
medical avacoatioQS impcaaibia Puatbefmoee. the dissemination cf aadkai 
information is e^coennaliy slower lO the isolacad villages compared co Dakar^ 
Thias, Kaoiack and ocher urban centers ofServegai. where training to natiooai 
health pe c ca n ts and octtft vital intomanon is ^cao pr^rH on through tha 
internet In the disrtkt of Kidoogou^ in contrase^ tt^ health personnel most 
physically displace themselves to otxejn training, intomaiion^ and supplies^ 
toqumrly leaving the ptfstr dr iaatf without health personnel This probleffi 
evao affects the iarfer <mfndt lor two of tha three week-long panods thac 
I was ai the nairr Je Mantra titt doctor in chief a/as absent — and Itt was the only 
general practitioner for the entire discrkt of 100,000 poople. 

It IS important to note thac rhe ahcetage of adacjuataly trained health 
petsonnal is not Lmicad to the disttkt of Kfdoogcai. It is a national pittnonv 
enon, especially lor the approximately 7046 of tha Senegalese population thac 
live Id rural areas Tha region cfTambacounda ftrisich includas tha dtttricc of 
KAIougou), hoarever^ suffers most acutely from this shortage* in 2004^ only 
2 % i£ state health workers worked in the region of Thffitoounik, whereas 
A^% of state health agents work in Dakar^ — even though onty appeoxe 
mately a toirth of tha population of Senegal lives in Dakar <Disaction da la 
Provision 2004a, 33). 

In order to redress this imbalance, in 2004 the Senegalese govamaent 
transferred 10,470 health agents to uikbrstafU regions, and an emergervy 
caffipmgn was instituted to transto 230 health agents per year to pesiptoal 
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fegxons (Jb)d) Tlwtnpxfalol^hMfiJndttisoc^mmpk; 

mn though u wu coAMri^Ml vuh scafe^ tha an aa^oaJ health care <edw 
dology la 200}« tbaSeciagabse govmmecif tkjiad co ra^nucag^necologm <hac 
was willing to wofk cbm. N4futmha a ectreaely colaced and Mhf iicaoied 
medical pmtifionet wcaiU earn a franion af whac ha could lo Dakar 
Ifklaad, tha contmc ol" <ha only gyciaco(o(iac lor rha aoctfa ragioci c/ Ikat^ 
couada waa ooc aanawad m 20M iaaving tba aociaa lagion of larnfa^ounda 
wuhouc a gyomlogiac (Cca^ Haam^jou, tvaiia Sculaya^ Santf Ua^ca). 

Tha aavm ahoatage ol" Ittalth pmonnai^ however^ at&ca ac tba mc6c baaic 
laval aa wall Accoediog to tba SSP of eba owa mw//, this a ona c/ tba main 
^imaay Ittalrh cara paoblama of eba ragion: of <ha aavmaao patts d$ io9ii m 
KAIoagou^ cMy wvan aae naAad with ^a^uataiy craii^d haaJcb agance 

Ai With many other a&focac cf public baaJeh^ tha Da^laratupn cf Alma-Ata 
alao ^Uraa&aa paaoaJaa Mcuaa ch^ probiam* "Primary baaidv <aaa {...} 
raltfa^ ac local anJ rdercal lai<K onbaaJch woakara^ ic^loding pkyaickoa, ouasaa^ 
m»Jwivaa^ auiilwriaaaoJccmmuoicy workara aa afpUcabla^aawaU aa ca^uonaJ 
pranaionera aa rMiad^ aaicabty crair^ acciaUy and aacbnically to woakaa a health 
team ami co raapooJ to titt rijicriinl health oaaib of titt c^nmuoicy" (VHO 
1978); bowavet concrete acd specific aolauona tlut follow tbia formula and cbac 
mard) cha axiooultued tealaieacf KfiJougouia yat to be eralmeL 

The Importance of the ASCs In tha Pural Zones 

In Kfidougou, auch aaolucion would have co include tbaASO or the Ageaa 
Je SanU CdWit/aitfWi/ntr fcomffiucucy health agaocak Aa maocionad above, cbe 
ASCa are noc paid by titt ataie^ but aupyon thamadvea cnainly through fmv 
mg aa With cbe vaac cnajoeicy of tha populatloci of Kfidougou. The ASCa may 
aam^ bowavar^ small amounrs of cash from apor^xc v^cmacion camgeigna 
that are boancad by tba scate or other organisaixona They are alao members 
of c^ comffiuoicy with wl^m they week and bave ^enc tba maioriry cf tittir 
Ixva^ for this reason^ they aae m an oyein^ paiuon co undetatand tha maio 
health yeoblacna cf titt communities as tluy are parcaived by those c^munn 
ties However^ even chough tha ASCe are perhafe base situated to fill tba eno^ 
moua gap lO tMth ^rsoonel^ d>ey often lack tha ^laquate traioing aod tba 
necamy resources to provide aOecciva primacy health caae. 

In Kfidougou^ soma cf the peirv^ les of primacy health caca and tba Do:^ 
laratioo of Alm^Ata wm indeed in plm; namely, tha relance ^at local and 
cefoffal lavata. on health workets . mklwivaa. auiiliacies and community 
workers ac afplkable. ac wdl ac crwlicicnal practitiooars ac needed * Otlar 
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)uy <ompooFnn^ wert abMAt — most OMibly^ rW ab&^c^ 6 of 

FuitibFy craiMJ pbyucafu and ouascs thai hav< tha mbfucal skill *co wo(k 
as i haakh aj>d to r&pood to fba ecpfassad lualth naads of cba comau-* 
oic)t'' A^ajo, avao though thasa priiKiplaa of priM^ baalth <aia m couched 
CA 10 tha DocUmupo of AJma^Aca^ thaif apao6c socio<iiiAifal nbanifrifif icaii 
aamaifi tuudd/aMJ — ao tha pfoblami pafS6t lO 

TV case of Rifobatc Kaica. an ASC tha {mmwAoktf rmtt Cnual conv 
muoiQ; a aubdxviiioo ^ tha diactkc of KAkpugou) of Baoik Faau, pfovidn an 
of this iytiMK Rijobatc Kaica bvn lo tba Orist Aoimisc aide of 

fiaoda Fasu Jaquahoa, acdbjs two Aitdsan Biaovaoi^aad Facu 

1 o>acbjm<luriO(fn)^ Afscscay in rha vdla^^ ofBouodoti^undi whao tha Wift 
of ffiy hoM^ SculayamaA DaIIo^ M) aafiously iU I woodaffti if aha would ba 
traaiad and so I a&fcad if thay would brioj M to rha Mf^draaotf or ac laaat 
to tha naif hboriof /mmp Mar// in Baoda Faaai. Soutay^mao Diallo told me 
that abase a/as an ASC in Banda Pasei by tV naaa of Rjgcbeet Keua buc that 
ha would noc be tatd>ad Vhan 1 offmd to iaccb tba ASC my^aalf and to pay 
(bt tha sadkatioci^ boa/avar^ SouJayeman waa axtsantal^ asbavad. 1 came back 
sooo after bxcyck wxth Bigobart Kaitaand ha gave Soulayaman's wi£s a^>ot 
of hydrocoensocia alaet diagnoung har anth acuta fhaumatoid anheicia. 

Incontsaat cotnany otbet ASO^ Bigobarf Kaua had received a aigruAcant 
amountof baaJth arajniog as amilicafy ourse. Paerheraore^ Keita works rag^ 
iarly cn staae vaccination caffi^gns, which are paec of tha Prvgr^vaoe EMome 
dr Vmitf/MiS <PEW Indeed^ ha had jasc coma tuck from a yeliow fsver and 
merungxtia wcmaiion caffipuign that h^ reafactiveiy batod two days a^ coe 
week Additionally, Kaita had been acJiscad by rbe nacicnaj cotton company, 
SOOEFfTEX^ which has a laiga lodaatsial tacmy in K4dougoo« to cacry ouc 
an adticauonal program on cnalana aikJ maoingicis. However eveo >K^igh 
Keua is invoivad lO these baalth programs and that ha is paid (ot these ^tive 
ties^ ba cs only poid small amounts on coomfisroo^ and V muse also pay for 
tha gas for his motor biV wuh this money I also observed that a constant 
straam of men with mugs Adi of palm wine cama through bis buc adciog for 
Cigasectes or mooay foe bocb). It saamad that Rjgcbeer's bnanciat ability to 
provide heakh services was also constrained by h& additiooaj re^asibility of 
doancialiy supposing many mambetsofbis commuoity 

TV DacUration of Alma-Ata states t V cbvscaas truib that it e necessary lor 
community health a/orlMS to ba implemented in primary Valth cara peograms; 
but It passes over ao essential pretequmte^ namely that these health workets 
need to be supported by asignilvant increase in number and in fimncing 
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TIm Mil NitMfk of Hiilth 

thi ASCs, othir ii^v^doili such i& she vilUj^ iage 
imrjhm, iShd At ^tilo of f Itt vilUgis <pfact)CiIly all ^ whom hivt a wocku^ 
koowioJfi <d aadicifui pUj^o) all pUy ai> (Ofiffal tckt in tba soci^ oiswoah 
of beaJf h isi tUdougou aa wol) and whara tha lomal acrxKCura of pfiMfy beaJf h 
aodi^ thm ccanmunai raaoufcaa ta^ ovac A coopk ol" avampiaa baa/ fay^a i- 
iog. A coupla of daya aAar ( NkI fiaulud Bigoban Kaxsa to cam tha wife of 
Soulaya Diallo, ( fbuod out thii rha family tmi 6rst taachad tltt mothar of eba 
viiia^ cwioa who 6 ba^iavad to hava iptet^ haalin^ powm 

Tha BjfvhtiS afa alao a ca natal health fi^ra in the villa^ litac/K^^u^ou 
of BouaJou CouAdi. They otaao have ttudkd lO d^aroi (lalamk schools) in 
Dakaa as>d tba villajeft coMuit them toe vaexous inioeias, to ratolva 

confljcts ami othee social peoblama. ( abo heard from tba Peace Cotps volom 
teef, Kei Patersca^ that the paopla from bee eilla^ would p> to their erwice 
tbs avarythmj from cuts ami infacuona to malaa^ Sevan 

Tha role oft Itfaa Villegas omAumey baewl NraditiooalheaUrs'' oaho rec- 
OKoiaed by rhe VHO fVHO 2001) and the Dwrlaraoon of Alma-Ata: "Ptk 
mary health case relies^ at l of a> and ralWral laveb, oo health woeketa^ iacIo<^ 
iskf r . J traditional peactitiotwra aa needed;" howeveo egajn titt Deda/atioci 
CO oudiM bow such traditional praentiooera would be aftciently aikl 
constructively lotesrated loto e auccea&ful primaiy health care prograffi. Evan 
though three lodividuali umloubcadly pUy anawential sole m tha pychologK 
cal and spiritual health of tha comffiunjties in Kd^ugou^ tittir ability to make 
impeovtffiente lO peimary heabheaee without significant atppott anJ teairung 
ii queaticeubla a^ sometisea te^xtiorttl praetkea sney caneeaoaa harm than 
gocnl. For eaamyde, according to tha Peace Corps volunteer^ tha maiabou of 
her vilbga treats mfacticns by sikmg tha in&cead wcaind open with a kfu/a^ 
lettieg tha pues dram out, and then seariog the cut closed again wxth a red 
hoc piece of macal Other practiceasuch as amaasiogdirt oe dung cn un^ilkal 
cosds fVatrtfr 200L rhe belief that pregnant w^en should work hardet than 
normal^ chat pregnancy sl^uld not be mentioned until tba sixth months and 
famaJa ciKumcbion^ asa all eiamples of cuJtusal traditions that are cAen tha 
direct cause of death. 

Tha Vortd Health Organuatkci has publuhad a TVMbntttW M^Kmt 
SftsiAgy (VHO 2001) and autl^rs Ittva wtd to define tha structures of *trad^ 
tknaJ systems cf Ittalth case"" ie African sockets (Sofowora^ Ahuyomi 199^ 
However^ asong the "traditional practitioners'' in Kfidougou, there seemed to 
be a gaoerajianJ l^k of oegafuearion. commumcaiion aiul crajnmg — com-* 
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pQMUS cJul w i cm&wy bf sysetffi of health cm Indeed^ 

MCMbtta ergut thet^ Although there fluy ifkleed be gecietal pettems of 
culcurei beebj^t AiMi« ^tr^jtiond t^stema ol" health'' ere better deecnt^ 
it "tyttema ol" ooe kAowifift vheee twIkaJ <aie e ^hrfh^h di^ l m secrecy^ tbete la 
e l^k of cegaAizeaoA, aj>d the r\ile la "Don't e&fc^ doe't cell " uben seekinjt or 
medicel cered^tMoiray 196IX I^eed« teScoe bein^ mtrodi^ed to tbe 
MMTttfaw of Bound ouCouedi, I eiaa eacpikirly toU not to eak anyqueetiona 

A9rleulturo nnd Nutrition in Kddoufou 

Ttve fine! eleMota of pe^meiy health <are tlut vili t< examioeJ lO t^ 
analytiaere tbe culture! titueiicn and thenotrmonel coodiciona in KMot^ 
$ 00 , coappnentt of pnmefy health <aee thet ate el ^ eddreated in titt Dec^ 
ieratioo of Alme^Aca Edition to the Itteltb an: toe rprimery health <are 
ifivoivee] all reUted sectcea and aapecra of eetionei and c^monity develop 
n>ent« in paiacolaea$ritulture, aniaei husbandry, locd^ induatry. / 

Dunn$ my laat viait a the vilU$e cf Bouedou Coundi in Uee ApnX <be 
thief ^ the village vho wea my hoac^ ManWy Diallo^ end hn ton^ Souleymen 
Diallo, beou$ht me ro the vikh$e held where they grow peanote^ coctoo^ com, 
rke« end nuUet. The teeaon Ibr pienung had nee yet atertnl and the villagerr of 
Boondou Coundi were rtiU (iving off of the atom of iaac yaer'a her^^t. Ham^y 
e^leionJ^ however^ thei by July the atom of food and ceah begio to run dry and 
a two mond) petkd of 6 xpJ alwage hotda tbe entire region m ita grip. 

Ttuj hunger perxod wea cen firmed to me by the two Pe^e ^eps voluiw 
teera that I met in two neighboring villagea ed>o deotntod July anJ Auguat lO 
acerker terma ea e juried of famine Tt>e eeiny aeeson haa aet in end even though 
the 6rac planting la caaried caic duaieg tittae two montlu^ the food atoeea ofeeo 
tun oat before tbe firat harveat la brought irt Feffiihea tor diia period by 
trying to grow e beknee of caah cropa — coccon, peanuta, eck rice — and crop& 
tbe eut^conauffiption — com, millet^ and rice However, by July, tbe e^ka 
of peeouta or eke rhei NkI beeo aet aaide aa inaurance for the hungei period 
are often add earlier lor medical emetgenciea^ co buy clotbea and — auppliea 
tbe achooi, or tbe other rveceaauiea It depeode oo tt^ aurceaa and wealth of tbe 
family, but cnany only eai two or even one men! a day during e period wheo 
everyofu u working in the 6elda or cookiog and doing chorea freen act in tbe 
momiog to ait at night. 

Beaidea d>e quantity of lood. the quality of fcoJ la alao e aerioua pecblem 
During the ieat &fty year& rke — whjcb la rkh in caicriea, but enreffieiy poor 
in esaential ourtienta and proteioa — baa alcwly replaced nutnent^rich ateple 
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crops such is fn$(Ut Ac^ordifi^ tc Peoc^Cocpc voIuqxm, T 1 , chis 

ph£O^MMCi ii du6 tD f Itt wich which nc£ is pouj>d»3 sj coA^Md 

(0 com or miltre lb presort rkr, ir muscool)^ be poocded o^e cc remove tbe 
htrd^ ceirer envelope (o <orwresr« com aikl atll&t, recjojre che fare 
be lodiViduelly reporered from rhe redk, then pounded (e much faeder end 
ion^ pnxea wub nuUee ibe greins ere much rmeller). cben^ grotind 

into a powder^ and then rolled up into a couscous or faur for porridge Tbe 
^vantages of growing nee in rermr cf labor and time aved lor tbe women 
who are already overworked and overburdened vxrh other hcusebold chorea 
ii aigoibcant. Tbe coneec|i^ncer^ howevet are thet melnurrition o rampant in 
the region cfThffib^ound a, (whjch includes the dbtrKtcf K^^ugouk 404b of 
cbildem in "Ambecounda suA^ Ifom mdnutricicn — the higheat rate in Serw 
egal (Division de U Pr^oion, 200%). The Peace ^epr voluneaer deaent^ 
(his suuition to me lO more graphic <errrd; during tbe two fwt she ap^rw in 
her village^ sbe ate rice three times a day (except when there were only cwo 
meals a day) — with an occasional eggplaat or onion or e small amouot of 
leaf or peaout aauce. For my Miow greup cf SIT rcudene^ used to American 
dieta and eating habirs^ it was e shocking ^tperience to shase rhe Coed cf tfase 
villages^ eveo if only for lour days. Ac the end of ous village stay when we all 
rerueonJ to the hotel lO the city of K^dougou, all cf tlw students sat down to 
e secorvd breaUaat arvl we gorged oua&elvea on btead^ butter, and coffee. It was 
extrcfnaly diattirbing to think that we lud the choice to kave^ but the p^Ofde 
the villages subs6ted on this diet 

Agaio^ even chough d>e Decbretion cf Alma-Ata toudwa on t^ issue of agr^ 
cuittisal prod lotion a^ nutrition: "Primary health care includes . (the] peoc^^ 
ocr> of tooJ supply and peeper nutrition* (WHO I978h concrete solutions are 
nee fbrmubioJ Aral even ihcugh spccibc stiaeegies co address chew prebtems in 
K^dougcu ase in pl^e. it is all too evident tlwt serious peebiems persist 

Theeiisting afforea to relieve the feud inaufEciencirs of Kfaougoa include 
food donations on the mitktive of the Ptesidenc Abdoulaye Vade m 200d 
USAID also has a program to distribute food to tchoob One of the Pe^e 
Corps volunteeta. Ti-Paence lavees, explained that she did not auAet as badly 
because she worked with the village school teadser who received ficoJ aid from 
USAID. Besides distributing Scud to rhe students who attended the school, tbe 
teacM saved up throughout rhe year to redistribute Scud during the pericd cf 
famine Tlsese salary systems, however^ ase not really systems eralh d>ey ailevK 
ate rhe locd shortages but rlwy are not ayscematk or relwble and they do not 
solve rhe root of the problem 
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A ]^tg^ oi th«» pfcfclms in nuiniioci ai>d a^cuiuimi pfodortion 
M du« ^coUpgicd tkctMS Fuch ai i drought 20M and l^odmg in 2005 
rolaiiOQS mu» noc only addMS tlwM physical fscon, bu< muic taka 
fha rocio<alfu<al a^acfs of<haci$a into acosanc 

An eoffipk of the impoacanca ^ nulcura in improving agrkuUurd p(o-* 
do£fion Mi provided ro cna by cbe Pvara Corp& voiunwf TeParrka l^vm 
A VWounwtt agnculcural aulunga program lud <nma to hrf village and to 
viMOi ocher rke^producmg villager in KUnugoa to leiA impioved taanung 
tecbnjqoM. TTw c^n>on methcd of growing tka in KUougoa u to throw 
It on cbe eaatb in handfult^ iparading it evenly over the ciMed plot of 
However the method ol" planting rxce that k uead in most othar placet around 
the worlds and thai the Vietnamese oiganiaation ttied to teach to titt farmets 
in KAdougoo^ 6 to plant tice in ecraight linae. dlowe manure end 
tertiliM to te pE^ad eaound the reeds and for the 6eldi to hold water between 
the rows of rxce* a much larger ha/veet is titt molt. In Ae year that the VWc* 
name&e rxce^growing otganjaation wat in the Peace Corpt volontaeKs vdbg^i 
the fatmerr implemented what they lud been taught^ plaoted in rows, laid out 
manure aial furrows lor water, and the harvest wet aignibcarvtiy Earget than 
usual. When the Vietnamese peoiecc left the neit year^ the Earmats wervt back 
to tMt old method The answer the farmers gave whan asked why tt^ did noc 
continue to {^ant in rows was that it was too mi^h trouble to carry titt manure 
to the rke 6elds e^n though many Eanulias went hungry in July and August. 

Vhette ct fM this redly was tb^ reason why titt laai^rs did not continue to 
plant in rows cs cjuestke^able. Vhat o certain, though, is that eAbres to Mp ccnv 
munities st^ as time must week closely to urulerstarul tbeculturd cempooenes 
of such peMary Ittdth care problems Tbe blanket statefMSt in the Dadaration 
of Alma-Ata that ^prindsy b^di care mcli^s (titt] peemouen <£ food supply 
and pepper mictition" goes Without sayaig. What is less obvious are titt cultusally 
specif decaJs that will allow such a promotion to ta^ — a process that 
may well tequise much sore than a year-long Eceeign project 

Cwneluelon 

In 1 978. the men^ets of the World Health Otganiaation and global bedth 
community were present acthe Cooferenceef Alm^Aca. KasaUsstan^ lakl 
out tbe following ambitious goal* * A social target of governments^ ince^ 

naticnaj otganiaations and d>e whole world commuruty in titt coming dec^es 
should be the attainment by all peoples of the world by titt yeas 2000 of a level 
of Ittalrb that will permit them s a socially aivd economically peoductive 
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lift Miith ii Kht co aiUiAiog chis ai pM ^ dcvtlo^ 

flwfu Id thd spicic of&ociii ]uMke." I< is dow cwtcic^-^^c ysA dfM the 
iiwion ^ AIm^Au ttd six ytifi ifttt At Jst«> aikJ tlwrt is i>o b«tMr 
<im tD wxiAuAs cbe glcfad <onditiMU ^ iMlth Howtr^ k a vd) btyof^ 
titt scope of this pipet cicJwr co cpuivioMvdy CMSuxe pce/ious wccsws or 
so enmuw cooiprttMSjve solutums (o the hsdch pfobisms thet persist on an 
iAtmatiooaiof even i oacicoal scde. loscead^ whar I haveacuffiptad in the text 
ibova IS a i^uaiuariva analysis of tha ccodif ions of hedeb saJ f ba scaca of primary 
hedeh cara m a smalls fMtiy mrd discsicc of Seoegd. KAdougou paovUed a 
waU^bcaaed lens through wftch roaodysatha pxidoplas of primary hedch case 
aod the goals set otu ici the Doclaratioci of Alma-Ata; and^ convanaty, the Dac^ 
iaaaiion of Alm^Ataprovidad aftamawork tbaough vhich rogauga the Mirh 
problems, chair causes^ aod AepoaiUa solunona tha d^rnct c^KAdougOii 

But^ ba£ofaftpcasicigspeci6cdly oo KAdougou, I atcaapeoJ ro pic the con-* 
diuons of hedeb cf KAJougou and c( Senegal irwo context by axaffiimog ince^ 
nacionai di&reocas in hedth — speci&cally taeween tha United Sr a rtf and 
Sene^ lodeed, the Daclaeatioci of Alma-Ata danoames tha ^axistiog groas 
inaqudicy in tha health srarua of the people pasticalady betatean davelopud 
and davateping ccaintriaa as wall as vithin cotuitrias'' as "politically, socially 
and acon^ically uo^cepable." 

Unctn^nng tlm diffaerves was im the mle^ or tbeevao tha mad) p ir pi^ 
<d this taxt^ iMiMr Etacher, tha corkLtions of bedth and p r imar y health cara, as 

asa speci^ally maniftsead in the discaict of KAdougcai. wera Ay pi^ipk 
ftcus Fee this pirpiae^ titt RoMb pmion of tha paper exarrunaa the oAcid St rue* 
curaa of p r imar y haalth cara which ara concentrated in tt^ city of KAtbugou 

Again^ to step at this pennt would have been msoAcient. An examine 
tioo solely of the formal^ peimarily urbuci« bedth cara services, arouid ooc ordy 
ignore tha ftcc that KAdougou^fand 10% ofSenegalfo that matter (Previsioo 
de la Dieectioci 2004a}) n iasgaly rued« but would abo discount rhe aspect of 
primacy haalrh case involves ^in additicn to the haaltb seettf^ all raUted 
sectors and aspects ^ nationd amlcommunxcy davelopmanc * sectors. For thn 
reason^ ooa of tha mam focuses in tha at^atyus portion of this pap er is tba 
"ralaced sactoes* c^^coAmuruty davakpmacic/ such as agnculcura and nutrK 
tioci in tba rural areas of Kd^ugou 

Finally because health is defined in the Daclasaaion of Alma^Ata^ as noc 
onfy ^the absence of disease and infirmity,* but al so as a ^stata of complata 
physicd^ mentd, arvd socid wellbeing/ tha cultural practices surrounding 
seeking and givAg haaltb case ara abo beiefiyeiamirwd m rhe Aneif>iii. 
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Tltfoujh^ the fFMfch protects my aim was co tha Aattict of 

Kidougou sj>d tha <Mdic»OAS <d baalth ai>d of pfM^y haaleh cara theeaio as 
m ckfiAed m the De^Uiattce^ of A^aa Aa However^ deapta the o»e<\it* 
oess of this framewoek, titt <Mic(aa»oo tlut 1 caaa to la that aolutiona to aba 
main haaJt h probiaaa of KUoagoix of of any comffiuoiry Ax rhai mattar^ aaa 
not to ba feuad la documents InMKl, all feasible solutiOQS and wcca&shii 
actions lor jmpeovtffianc in health must ta fouraJ within aba comouaic^ com 
earned Noc oaly aae the main baalth ptoUems base uadaraeood by the com-* 
municy ireelf^ bui any suctaaalul utempt toMoha them caanot becasriad out 
vithouc fitt activa paffkipttaupn of d>e<ommanicy 


forma In Fronch 

Centre 

Cwitfdr/jwtf 

OnawMitbr rarvjEa 

£v!a nvanwiMtfa//dr iM £C8 

En^ktfi D4m^gf^pkt^ ^J$U Sai^ 

FmttJesantf 

CMabaaal/ 


Health 

Health taater 

Health C^nitaae 

Bueal commumtiae 

Community ad>oob 

Daaagfapbic and Haalth 

Health Pose 

DiSpaaatfy/ Health Hut 

CAceofSotNis 

Supefvisof c/Ptimafy Haalth 


Dif^Sim i Ja P t Ai f M eS dr /a 
dt Samf Ptra^rt 


ASC 

CDC 

CHNF 

CO. PHA_SE 

CPN 

DPS 

ECS 

EDS 

FCPA 

IB 

ICP 

MVC 

OECD 

P6IP 


V I at I ores 

Aferv de SukI Commufttuiaira 

Centra lbs DiaeasaConcrol^ b I'Atbata^ Etat^Unis 

Centra Hcapitalier Naaional da Facin 

Corpoeation PbaemaceuMc(ua SM^alais 

Consultation Pffnaeale 

Direction de la Prbviaionet la Stattttiqueati 

BcoleCommuryutaira de Base 

Brvqufca Dfmo^raphH^ua aeda SanH 

Franc de laCommuoauH FirtanciHe Afticaine 

(nittttiva de Bamako 

(nfirmiarCbaf da Poaea 

Mutualle dee Maitree Votoswaisee acConcraccuellee 
Otgani&aDoa fte Eccncmic Co<pararKn arc! De^^tlo p m aw 
Predtut Beut Intffiaur por Person 
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PDIS 

Programme da DdvHoppamacif Inti^rl da laSacia4 

PNC3S 

Plan NaiicauJ da DdvaUpppamam Sarucajia 

PS 

PwadaSand 

PTMB 

PrMneiocida U Trafumiaaicn Wra Enfant 
<da I'iofacnon VIH) 

SSP 

Sap^rviaaurda Sand Pfin^ra 

WHO 

World Haalth Oaganixarioci 
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ilit of ConUata: Intorviowa ond Loaturoa 

BL AUouio)>a, Phamariic 2006 Ifuarviav by auchof, 28ch of April, 
Kklouftou. VAccan oocas Cmn ab Sm// of 
DaftAdif. PaMkaa Ga^raJ Tbai&ufar of tba Haalth duciiia of K Ak puROu 2006 
by cha author, 28th of A^ii, K^Jourou Vrxtaan ocm. HaaJf h 
distria of KUotiROiL 

Douccair4, Bi^Oafiarai Traaaurar of Haalth CommicMcf cha baalthoaoiar 
of KUMfOiL 2006 lotarvkv by d>a atuhoc 27ch of April, K^Jougou 
i>ocn. Courr dbSjantfof KUouROiL 

Diallo, Biota, (ofimtdra da Sailr da PansanwiL 2006 lotarvkv by author 
27fh ^ April, KddouROU Vrictanima^ComrabS^/ofKUouROiL 
Diallo. Bokaa, Tharhe of thr hiRh&chooIc^ K6douROu 2006. Coovauouon 
28fhof April, KidouROu Vrictao i>ota^ 
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Abdotikye. «:ulpcof 200& Coov^r&^kin 27th of Afril 

KAIouftou. Wfiittsi ooecs. Tkoc of iwomus^rvifi^ bmk£fi<. 

D)Op, ATtt&fou SuYibL P€fi$m of the stiie. 2006. (oterviews ai>d sevmi 

coAverwiooi KMou^ou Vitictenftou^CMf^e^SM//oflC6dou^iL 

Dicp, aocguj ^ F&te Jt Sa)^<£ Oiib^jt 2006. bttfview by 

mthc£ I8tb of Afpcd. K ti PuRtnL Vnnen noM Ciuftg c< K^douytL 

Fall^ Boiifaftraf Director 2006 Ictteeview by the authoc 14 

F^vriar^ Dakai Vncm Mtn. Enda Sanely PI antes M6de<ifuk& 

FdJ. IbfaSoakeye.MilitafynuMCaMva^Jeatf^K^Jougou 2006 (ote^isv 
by author^ I Irh of April K^Jougou Written ootea Cmtrt de Sand of 
KAIou^a 

FaU. MooacaphL Vb^aaMre of the Cr*ors Maaprae/iar Ne/MSM/ A Pan. 2006 
Intefviev by the author. 22ikl of Apfil. Dakai Vneteo nocaa C^strt 
Maipr^tf/nr NeMsre/ dr Petfe 

Pall^ ^^ioe, Director of the Mjlleniom Villa^ pro]o:c m Sena^ 2006 
Interview by the author 10 March. Dakar ^Kctan ooeea. Milleruuffi 
Vilh^ Program 

Faye. Prograffi Director 2006. Interview by author^ 16Pebruery. 

Written ootea Cewre Ptoomecra 

Guye^ Abdou Sectetary of the finance dejartmerw of Ende Sante^ Pi an tea 
Mfidicinalea. 2006. loterview by the author 22tA of February, 
Written ootea ErakSaat^, PieoteiHfidicinalea 

Uvera. Ti-Patrke Peace Corye Volunteer 2006. Interview by author, 29th of 
April, Vticten nocee. KUcagoi^ 

Ndjaye, Itnulle Phammtt of the dt Hd$u 2006 Interview by 

author, 22nd of April, Dakar Wntten noce^ Pharmacie de 

Ndiaye. YbuaaoiL Dr Adjunct Md at titt mrrr dt leantf of Kidou^ou 2006 
Interview by rhe authoc 26ch of February, Dakar ^Kttan ootea. Crarrr dt 
JefitfofKidou^ 

Petereon, Kei Peace Corps volunteer at Patasry 2006 Interview by author 
28 ih of February. Wtittan notea. Pataaty, rural conununicy of Banda Faeai. 
diatricc of Kfidot^ou. Mof^. 

QuiUio. ^I^yoe Francia Ee^ionaiHd tor the United States Embaasy 

2006. Interview by the author, 22nd of February, Dakar Written notes 
Unit^ States Embasey, Dakar. 

SuJUvan,R^ttl, « l^Pdiu^HaP^p^doimaMS^it^MaMSiesrv >PB ar w wue o 
» PhD student at the Umversiry ofCalitbrokBerkeley2006. The 
20ch cJ Mardi, 2006 Ideate at the WAAC cenres, 
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&diM« Kiisum^; Plttma^^sc Ju A TirmfurrmiiiT 2006 

b^ fitt iud>or^ 22^ <^P<bfiufv. ^^(ttci oms l^mb^otukk 
Sow, CIttikh Pj e gkkft g of rl>€ H^th Coamiw of Pa^ Mbao ajkl Cb^ 

^ Pmtt of tht PS olPiM Mbao> 2006. IwrvM by iud>or S(h of April, 
2006. MbwD, Dakir. Vfict^n mc«&. Pc«w it St/tti dt Mbwd 

Hooorio. Kr&d ofrbe PibiJKdDrpmffimcoftlM lUgiofui Horpitai 
of Swj^c^Ixuis lowirw by dothor. 3rd of A^il, 2006. Sr Cnwrr 

Sworloojr. 

Nwtos 

^SuK6 1967^ primary hnlrh cm tui u>dMd duA^od on t global kval* 
preanti); 3) davalopiog coancrka hava Mplamant^ cba ^»g^> arndaa of cba 
B( wbjA Ikiva all subaacfoantiy rasrructuiad tittir nauonal baalrh ryatama 
CUNICEF ndL 

^n>a PNDS wai pue in placa in 1998 a^ la saaor to laae tbrooftb 2007 
Ic Ibma baaiaofaawal lajiabiiva and arrucraaal rribatna^ ajmiog a< bopK 
rala^ n>adicaaona and phamariaa<DiraccHan da U Prtviuori 2004a« 31) 

^n>a fUloanng aw:tion is aoc n^aaiu ro undadinr ritt good coodinona of 
public baaltb cftha UfuradScacn — indaad^ incon^aaison coothardavalop^ 
count riaa (and aven drvaloping ccainrrira such aa Cubo)^ public haaich in tba 
Unitad Scam a n^ofkad by daap inaqudicics char aio along c^ial, aociaJ and 
acooonuc (im. lUrhr^ the following aacrioo la intandad ro amphaaiaa cba 
compofativa iwu// poor public haalrhofSaoagal. 

^nua fba in in&nt oonaLcy rad ana chrgaMaloxnomic and aocki uphaavaJ 
>Kaf tbUoaird chc Javaluatico of ct^ F CFA by tha Pcaoch gownmaoc io 1994 
%aa Gloiafy in Anoa^ lor dc6nitiona of ualiciaad woada. 

^n>r anjmi&t villagaa wara Urat convarrol co Chfianaoicy byOchoiic and 
avaagalicaJ miaaionaaiea aa kra as cba 1930'^ 

^On onr trip bwk from Kidougcai^ ( saw threa cargo crurka char 
dippud during cba p^avioua ojghr 

^According to TV^l^ms, w^an in rba Mandika athnic group ara wpo 
cialfy oppmsad and rhia arhnicicy la kooam cnora so rhao rba orhar arhok 
groups (0 bear their vivaa ragukrly 

^16.896 inbabicaora liva lo thaciryofKidougououc of 102^672 char liva 
10 rha diarrkc 

^^^^Beaidas cba rrulirary camp io dsa cowo of KMougou^ I also viaicad 
rha nsilicaiy camp of Paca&ay wbara cba Paaca Corps voluoraat Kai Pataraon 
worked and lived. 
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a il yp t ftpoftft u raJf^ <hdc 

prodoM intbcffiitiofui pr^nAU on bedtb. 

^^Tbii Mufct (KI)A>ek & P^un, 1995) ^1^ hifws thit chi& is i po&ibk 
mioo why the VHO ai>d UNICBP <hw the eoUifi^ Tubd model fee cbe 
Bamako Ifueiaeive 

^^Arcoed^ toBoubacae the coofdjfutaca o(it^ KUougoo bevKhcf 
f be MVC^ 20,000 eeadttft sue Stf>e£ai w Mmben of titt monMl Covn^ 
upfiai&a of 40% of Ailementi services (mecbcuoeie) aid 100% cfali tupiolti^ 
fHn fee eo 7 Mmbees Tbe fees fee membership very accoeddig toc^ 
p«y aid putioA ol" tbe tesher; vohiOMee mdm, wbo eaA arouid 90,000 F 
CFA^ $173.00L pay 10,000 F CFAa (- I 19 0) par yar; wteos titt twh- 
m w)ch ccncrsts, wl^eim up m 300,000 FCTAs 1577 00) per mooch^ pey 
2J00<* l5«20)pee moertK A^o, tbe before ol^this system are imuted by tbe 
tst thai ooif a fesuMi <i the popjlMkn o ( KAbujou bei>e6cs ftom tbk service. 

^^Viirifiiina are though the Ittaitb commuteea 0 e throujtb t^SMmse 
taken from titt sale ol" re^dnckn and ^ nckets fee consultenoci); tius is m cosh 
tease m the wl^ seresve cheir salaries fam d>e sote. 

^^41% of titt populacioo of the depasement of KUou^u iS ethnically 
Pular, another 24% iS Maodioke^ and only I 4% a ethnically Wolof<altbou^ 
the Vdof Ufi^ue^iloes extesl t^yond itsetlviic jscaip) 

^^This same souece connnoes thai, *Ia rhe be^icinicig of the 20th ceotoey, 
assocaiions of moioal axd and health lososaiice funds bad already begun to 
st^poec the revenue aad to 6nance ^ceas to medicines and bo^icala 
sick Preaeocty, with the e^ption of Meiko, Turkey, aid titt United 
of America^ all counrsies in cheOECD (Otganttatioci fee Economic CoHip^r^ 
tion and Development) cAW to their taspective populations univeesal health 
coverage'' (Rsdde 2004 I) This struck me as an incereacing c^npureon thar, 
in ceecain teipects^ pl^es Senagal's baalth case system on par anth tlut of 
Unicad States in terms of health care coverage 

should be noeed« however, thai with rolling fimds model, the price of 
medication is paased on to tbe patients who often pay two to three times what 
the naciceul pharmacies pay (Klimak & Petera, 1995. I46X 

Furthermore^ whereas the centre de and was diecy in need c^ repairs, 
and lad two computers fee tia entire staff of 40 woekets^ the private pharmacy 
that I viaired in K4^ugou hal feur computers for a staff of tbsee« and the 
building was naw and well kept 

l^t be nocaJ rhai the gap m health case services is noc limited 

to the supply of medication, but is preseni in all sac toes of laalth care. For 
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iJi 2003, vm iSk ^ufmud 7 lOAocton f6i every 10^000 pe^ 
eo6i ici the public wherein, in the pnvw sectof, chm «m 12 M doc* 
ten (6f every 10^000 persooi <(bid, )S) — this iffiptus thei cbm m elffittt 

twice ei aej^y doc cos toe <he mioute p^rcente^ ef ct^ popalecioci cJuc ceo 
d!wd peiveceheelth service^^ thej) Ibr the vuc aejcricyof the pupuletion, 549 
of which live belov the puverry line <OA Voridrecebook, Sene^L 

6^uit 6 e ptfoteceion from iniecoon rms cf *ec ei&k'' populecums 
(<fuck drivers hoepuelited iJ>dividuele^p<e£Aem mothee^X u>d it a very likely 
thee cbe ectuel infection rete le ei^ificencly higbec 

Ootre Adoi recent of KAIougou wee eoJ fi^enced by USAJD. 





